
PRESIDENT'S REPORT 2020

CELEBRATING

OUR
FIRST
50



Produced by the Department of  
Publications and Media Relations
Osnat Eitan, Director
In coordination with the Department of  
Resource Development
Jill Ben-Dor, Director

Editor: Elana Chipman
Editorial Staff: Hilla Shenhav,
Jacqueline Watson-Alloun, Ehud Zion 
Waldoks, Angela Zamir
Production: Noa Fisherman
Photos: Dani Machlis
Concept and Design: www.image2u.co.il

4
FROM THE
CHAIRMAN

5
FROM THE
PRESIDENT

6
RENEWING OUR 
WALLS: RENEWING 
OUR VOWS

33
FACTS AND FIGURES

40
SENIOR 
ADMINISTRATION

66
BGU ASSOCIATES 
ORGANIZATIONS

65
IN MEMORIAM

41
RECOGNIZING OUR 
FRIENDS

62
BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS

10
CAMPUS
CONSTRUCTION

8
AN ECOSYSTEM 
UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION

18
NEW AND 
NOTEWORTHY

12
BGU TIMELINE

16
SPECIAL INSERT: 
SPEAKING OF BGU
VIDEO PROJECT

3CELEBRATING OUR FIRST  50BGU PRESIDENT'S REPORT  20202



Just as we were finalizing this special Report marking Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev’s jubilee and celebrating 
its accomplishments, the COVID-19 pandemic emerged, an 
event that will leave its mark in every area of human life for 
years to come. For us this has meant postponing the physical 
celebrations of our jubilee. But here in this Report we can and 
do celebrate BGU's amazing journey thus far. 

In 1974, at the 4th Annual Meeting of the Board of Governors, 
where the University was renamed in honor of Israel’s first 
Prime Minister, David Ben-Gurion, BGU’s President, Prof. 
Moshe Prywes, noted “the greatness of Ben-Gurion was 
threefold: practical achievement, foresight, and unlimited 
faith in the future of the State of Israel and of the Jewish 
People.” Prywes then wondered whether BGU would be able to 
capture and deploy this combination of realism, tenacity and 
vision in achieving its goals.

Some forty-six years later, the answer is a resounding "yes!" 
BGU exhibits precisely these characteristics, and this is what 
has made our journey truly remarkable and the results, thus 
far, beyond anyone’s wildest dreams. Over the past year 
alone, for example, four of our young recruits were awarded 
prestigious ERC starting grants; BGU was chosen to house and 
develop the National Autism Research Center; we established 
a new interdisciplinary honors program that is attracting top 
undergraduates from across the country; and work has begun 
on a new home for the Ben-Gurion Archives, which will not 
only provide public access to this invaluable resource, but also 
facilitate groundbreaking research into the history of Zionism.

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, we rapidly formed 
interdisciplinary research groups that have already 
discovered solutions to a range of challenges posed by the 
coronavirus. And despite the challenges of COVID-19-induced 
social-distancing, our responsibility to educate the next 
generation of leaders has not been forgotten, and we are 
continuing the 2019-2020 academic year, having made an 

early and smooth transition to remote learning online.

BGU’s Marcus Family Campus took some 50 years to complete, 
growing and maturing with the University itself. Thanks to 
the foresight and long-term planning of the University’s 
leadership and the support of its friends, the North Campus 
provides us the physical space for our next 50 years of 
development, and allows us to focus on our most vital goal:  
transforming BGU into Israel’s premier, and one of the world’s 
top institutions of higher learning. This will be accomplished 
by attracting the best and brightest researchers, and 
providing them with cutting-edge facilities that will allow 
them to do their best work and attract the best students.

These accomplishments fuel my confidence that our 
University will emerge from the current crisis even stronger. 
When I see the students, who are continuing with their studies 
and reaching out to help wherever they can; our dedicated 
staff and faculty, who are keeping this institution running 
and carrying out cutting-edge research under challenging 
conditions; and our friends and associates around the world 
who have rallied to our call for support, I am filled with pride, 
and am secure that the BGU spirit endures.
 
BGU’s anniversary deserves celebration, and we will mark 
this milestone with all due pomp and circumstance when 
possible. I wish to thank each and every one of our friends and 
supporters over the last 50 years. Our achievements are your 
achievements. When we emerge from this period of crisis, 
we will have to resume our mission to guide BGU towards 
ever greater accomplishments, and even greater impact. Your 
continued support will be more important than ever. 

Prof. Daniel Chamovitz

Greetings from Long Island, NY, my Stay-at-Home 
environment. I would have loved to be in Beer-Sheva, at Ben 
Gurion University with many of you for the BOG Meeting, 
but these are unprecedented times. I hope everyone is well 
and doing their best to stay safe and healthy. The Covid-19 
pandemic poses immediate challenges great and small, to 
us all, and to this great and wonderful institution we are 
part of and have built into a world-class university. BGU’s 
history (including this pandemic) is one of remarkable 
accomplishments and 50 years since the establishment is a 
genuine milestone. In this report, we quite appropriately look 
back at the dramatic developments of the past 50 years while 
addressing the BGU’s future and ongoing responsibilities, 
including today’s issues.

The University’s commitment to academic and research 
excellence, its ethos of community outreach and dynamic 
campus life, in easier times, are all part of the special 
atmosphere and unique experience of BGU. I am proud to 
watch the BGU community tackle the present crisis. Students 
and faculty have made a smooth transition to online teaching. 
The BGU Coronavirus Task Force created by President Prof. 
Daniel Chamovitz is coordinating more than 50 projects 
where BGU’s researchers are putting their ingenuity to work; 
repurposing projects for the current crises and utilizing their 
decades of expertise to help the country and the world cope 
with Covid-19 and its effects. As always, the BGU family 
is reaching out to help the community. Their dedication is 
inspiring. Leveraging the sciences to address Israel’s and the 
world’s problems is encoded in our University's DNA, 50 years 
ago, today and tomorrow.

The development of the North Campus is an historic process 
which will change the image and character of the University 
and the city of Beer-Sheva. The new campus will strengthen 
the University’s infrastructure, will allow an increase in 
the number of students and will enhance their academic 
experience with state-of-the-art laboratories and new 

classroom buildings, keeping us at the forefront of education 
for the next 50 years.

With the establishment of the Advanced Technologies 
Park, the University and the Beer-Sheva Municipality have 
succeeded in creating a unique entrepreneurial and research 
ecosystem centered around the University, bringing an 
ever-growing number of jobs and economic opportunities 
to the region, and innovations to the world. The tremendous 
potential of this collaboration was recognized earlier this year 
by the Israeli government, which funded the establishment of 
Israel’s first “Innovation District” in Beer-Sheva.

While the University provides immense brainpower and 
infrastructure, its resources are finite. Now is the time for 
the entire BGU family to step up and support this amazing 
institution (and thereby help ourselves, through the 
University, to overcome the challenges of this pandemic).

This year is no different; the current and future success of 
Ben-Gurion University rest upon the members of the Board 
of Governors and friends of the University worldwide to 
diligently work to spread the news of BGU and to support 
it. I would like to thank each and every one of you for what 
you have done and what you continue to do for Ben-Gurion 
University, and am looking forward to thanking you, hopefully 
in person, next year in Beer-Sheva. 

Wishing you well and praying for a swift and healthy outcome 
for all those affected by the coronavirus.

Lloyd Goldman

FROM THE
CHAIRMAN

FROM THE
PRESIDENT
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RENEWING 
OUR WALLS:
RENEWING 
OUR VOWS

THE SEEDS SOWN YEARS AGO HAVE 
HELPED MAKE BGU A REMARKABLE 
FLOURISHING GARDEN OF KNOWLEDGE 
AND OPPORTUNITIES

In October 1977, while construction of Ben-Gurion University’s 
main campus was still in its early stages, the Board of Governors 
inaugurated the University’s Founders Wall. This Wall – which is now 
a series of walls winding through campus – lists for posterity those 
generous friends of the University whose gifts were the seeds that 
made BGU an “Oxford in the desert,” the remarkable institution of 
higher learning that is now celebrating its jubilee.

Some forty years on, the desert climate has taken its toll on the glittering letters. On the 
occasion of the University’s 50th anniversary, we undertook to restore these walls to 
the same high standards of more recent donor walls, such as the President’s Pillars, the 
Centennial Wall, and the Negev Society, as a sign of our eternal gratitude. 

The contributions from our friends, great and small, have funded scholarships, classrooms, 
laboratories, gardens, entire buildings and many other aspects of the University’s operations.
These gifts have made possible the advancement of science, research and education, and 
supported the University in its mission to help individuals realize their full potential and drive 
development in the Negev and the State of Israel, for the benefit of humankind worldwide. 

I joined the BGU family last year and am delighted to be part of this tribute to our friends. I 
hope that our renewed Founders Walls will inspire them to renew their own commitment 
to BGU. As we enter a new era reshaped by global forces, BGU has the potential to make a 
stand with humanity and help shape the world as a better place. The continued support of 
our friends in the coming years is more crucial than ever as we become a truly world-class 
institution and beacon unto the nations.

Jeff Kaye
Vice President for Public Affairs and Resource Development
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DORMITORIES

DORMI-
TORIES

SOROKA UNIVERSITY 
MEDICAL CENTER

BGU MARCUS 
FAMILY CAMPUS

BEER-SHEVA’S INNOVATION DISTRICT

NORTH CAMPUS

UNIVERSITY 
TRAIN STATION

FACULTY OF
HEALTH SCIENCES

 SPORTS 
CENTER

AN ECOSYSTEM 
UNDER
CONSTRUCTION

On one end of the North Campus grounds, elegant dormitory buildings 
are taking shape – set to provide housing for an additional thousand 
students. Constructed in accordance with the green building standard, 
the first student residents of the North Campus will enjoy unparalleled 
comfort. 

In most ways, dorms are the easiest to construct with their 
straightforward requirements. Research laboratory buildings, such 
as the new Diane and Guilford Glazer Institute for Homeland Security 
Building, are more complex and demanding. As befitting a building to 
be filled with cutting edge research, it is being designed with the most 
advanced software, instead of the blueprints of yesteryear.

ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGIES 
PARK

ISRAEL DEFENSE 
FORCE’S DIGITAL 
C4 CAMPUS

The Israel Defense Force’s Digital C4 Campus is also beginning to rise 
from the desert. BGU President Prof. Daniel Chamovitz and Beer-
Sheva Mayor Ruvik Danilovich, together with IDF representatives, cut 
the ribbon on the campus’ first building in June 2019. The campus will 
eventually occupy about 150,000 square meters of building space 
spread over 18 acres and be home to approximately 5,000 soldiers and 
permanent military personnel.

The Advanced Technologies Park continues to thrive and grow. The 
fourth building was recently completed and the fifth building is already 
under construction.

Finally, the academia-industry-government triangle that is already 
transforming the city of Beer-Sheva has been reimagined as an 
innovation district. Its axes will be Ben-Gurion Boulevard separating 
the Marcus Family Campus and Soroka University Medical Center, and 
Uri Zvi Greenberg Boulevard between the Advanced Technologies Park 
and the North Campus. Beer-Sheva’s Innovation District is one of just 
100 being planned around the world, an engine of growth that produces 
streams of revenue, multi-disciplinary research, many more jobs and a 
pleasant physical environment that entices residents and passers-by 
to stroll, shop and visit.

A DECADE OR MORE OF VISIONARY AND 
AMBITIOUS PLANNING IS BEGINNING 
TO BEAR FRUIT. AS CONSTRUCTION 
PICKS UP, THE EMPTY AREAS 
SURROUNDING BGU’S MARCUS FAMILY 
CAMPUS ARE BEING TRANSFORMED 
INTO THE PHYSICAL MANIFESTATION OF 
THE BGU ECOSYSTEM

BGU PRESIDENT'S REPORT  20208 9CELEBRATING OUR FIRST  50



COMPLETED THIS YEAR
•	 Graduate Students Residence
•	 Renovation of two buildings in the 

Zlotowski Dormitory Complex
•	 Renovation of the central lobby of the 

Zlotowski Student Center
•	 Renovation of classrooms in Building H2 at 

the Tuviyahu Campus 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION
•	 Lorry I. Lokey Chemistry Building
•	 Undergraduate Village on the North 

Campus
•	 Medical Simulation and Classroom 

Building, to house the Field Family 
Foundation Simulation Center

•	 The Cyndi and Max Mintzberg Ben-Gurion 
Research Institute for the Study of Israel 
and Zionism Building and the Cyndi and 
Max Mintzberg Ben-Gurion Archives 
Building

•	 Electrical room on North Campus

WORK TO BEGIN SOON
•	 Sylvan Adams Sports Centre expansion
•	 North Campus Energy Center
•	 North Campus utilities tunnels and 

underground infrastructure
•	 Renovation of the Gate of Aliya
•	 BGU-Soroka Joint Research Building 

supported by the Adelis Foundation

UNDER DESIGN
•	 Diane and Guilford Glazer Institute for 

Homeland Security Building
•	 Drahi Innovation and Entrepreneurship 

Building
•	 Computer Science Building
•	 A new plaza between the Lorry I. Lokey 

Chemistry Building and the Guzik Family 
Building for Biotechnology Engineering

•	 Adaptation of the Guzik Family Building for 
Biotechnology Engineering basement for 
research labs

•	 Renovation of the Ilanot Gate

FUTURE PROJECTS
•	 Structural Engineering Building
•	 University Art Gallery
•	 Library for Engineering and Natural Sciences
•	 Health Sciences research laboratories 

building
•	 International Conference Center
•	 Ernest Scheller, Jr. Gate of Innovation, 

North Campus 

CAMPUS
CONSTRUCTION

 Construction of the 
Lorry I. Lokey Chemistry 
Building is nearing 
completion

 Construction has begun 
on the Undergraduate 
Village, the first buildings 
on the North Campus

 The renovated lobby 
of the Zlotowski Student 
Center

 View of the University 
train station and the 
Advanced Technologies 
Park

STUDENT RESIDENTS OF THE 
UNDERGRADUATE VILLAGE ON 
NORTH CAMPUS WILL ENJOY 
UNPARALLELED COMFORT
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1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 2070

1957
1957 > Negev Institute for 
Arid Zone Research (today's 
David Bergmann Campus) 
established 1965

1965 > First classes offered 
at the Institute for Higher 
Education in the Negev

UNIVERSITY OF THE 
NEGEV ESTABLISHED BY 
GOVERNMENT MANDATE

1972
1972 > Dedication of the  
new campus’ first building – 
the Zalman Aranne Central 
Library

THE UNIVERSITY IS RENAMED 
BEN-GURION UNIVERSITY OF 
THE NEGEV

1974 > The Medical School 
and Center for Health 
Sciences established

1974 > Institute for Desert 
Research (today's Jacob 
Blaustein Institutes for  
Desert Research) 
established at Sde Boker

1975
1975 > BGU’s first Master’s 
degrees awarded by the 
Faculty of Engineering 
Sciences

1976
1976 > Ben-Gurion Institute for 
the Study of Israel and Zionism 
established at Sde Boker

1978 > The Open Apartments 
Program established

1978 > Recanati School 
for Community Health  
Professions established 

1978

1981

PRIME MINISTER MENACHEM 
BEGIN AND EGYPTIAN 
PRESIDENT ANWAR SADAT VISIT 
BGU CAMPUS AS PART OF THE 
CAMP DAVID PEACE ACCORDS

1981 > First class graduates 
from Medical School

1990 > Start of mass 
immigration from the  
former Soviet Union.  
BGU absorbs hundreds of 
scientists and students

1995

2001 > Agreement to 
establish the National 
Institute for Biotechnology in 
the Negev signed

1995 > New Master Plan 
drawn and extended 
construction boom begins 
under leadership of President 
Prof. Avishay Braverman

1999 > Albert Katz 
International School for  
Desert Studies established  
at the BIDR in Sde Boker

2002

2010

2005
2005 > Beer-Sheva North – 
University railway station 
and Mexico Bridge linking it 
to campus dedicated

2002 > BGU’s Eilat  
Campus opens

2010 > Guilford Glazer 
Faculty of Business and 
Management established as 
the University’s 5th faculty

2001

2006

BGU’S MAIN CAMPUS NAMED 
AFTER THE MARCUS FAMILY 
IN GRATITUDE FOR THEIR 
MAGNANIMOUS GENEROSITY2006 > Prof. Rivka Carmi 

elected president, first female 
university president in Israel

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGIES 
PARK INAUGURATED

2016
2016 > BGU receives the 
largest bequest in Israeli 
history from the Marcus 
Family estate

2021
2021 > First buildings on the 
North Campus - dormitories 
- opened

2026
2026 > North Campus 
named

2023
2023 > IDF technology  
campus opens its doors

2050
2050 > First Nobel Prize for 
a BGU scientist

2037
2037 > BGU faculty reaches  
gender equity

2035
2035 > Student enrollment 
reaches 30,000

2070
BGU LISTED 
AMONG TOP 
50 WORLD 
UNIVERSITIES

2039
2039 > BGU alumnus 
elected prime minister of 
Israel

2019 > Prof. Daniel 
Chamovitz elected BGU's 
7th president

2019 > Construction of first 
North Campus buildings 
begins

201919791969

1990

2013 > Agreement signed to 
lease and build the North 
Campus 

2013

NORTH CAMPUS COMPLETED

2045

1979 > BGU bestows its 
first PhD and first honorary 
doctoral degrees

2006

19991974
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AS WE CELEBRATE BGU’S 
50TH ANNIVERSARY, 
WE ASKED FIVE PAIRS 
OF PEOPLE WHOSE 
LIVES ARE CLOSELY 
INTERTWINED WITH THE 
UNIVERSITY TO REFLECT 
ON THE REMARKABLE 
HISTORY OF BGU AND 
THEIR RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE UNIVERSITY 
THEN AND NOW 

 OUR PRESIDENT AND RECTOR CHART A 

VISION FOR OUR FUTURE  GENERATIONS 

OF SCHOLARS AND RESEARCHERS REFLECT 

ON CHANGING TIMES AND RESEARCH 

PARADIGMS, AS WELL AS THE LEGACY 

OF DAVID BEN-GURION  A FORMER 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS 

TALKS ABOUT PHILANTHROPY WITH HIS 

SON   AND FINALLY, A GRADUATE OF 

THE UNIVERSITY’S VERY FIRST COHORT 

REMINISCES WITH THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE 

STUDENT UNION

YOU ARE INVITED TO READ EXCERPTS FROM 

THESE CONVERSATIONS IN THE FOLLOWING 

PAGES AND WATCH THE VIDEOS ONLINE AT:

BIT.LY/SPEAKINGBGU
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Danny  Something that 
characterizes academia is the special 
relationship between a professor 
and the students. A lecturer can be 
someone inspiring, or a mentor, or 
just someone there to relay material. 
How do you preserve that special 
relationship with so many students?

Chaim  One of the great things 
about coming to the coffee shop is 
that you can see students talking to 
their teachers and this is precisely the 
environment we want to encourage, 
to create a feeling of accessibility. For 
the lecturers too, this approach leads 
to new ideas, and these are practices 
we should encourage. I really think 
there should be an emphasis on the 
interpersonal relationship between 
students and teachers. After all, 
the information and materials are 
available online, but the relationship 
isn’t.

Prof. Daniel 
Chamovitz and 
Prof. Chaim 
Hames

Prof. Daniel Chamovitz is originally from 
Aliquippa, Pennsylvania and came to 
Israel when he was 21. He has a PhD 
in plant genetics from the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem. Before coming to 
BGU to serve as President in 2019, he was 
Dean of the George S. Wise Faculty of Life 
Sciences at Tel Aviv University. 

Prof. Chaim Hames was born in England 
and came to Israel at the age of 12. He 
has a PhD in medieval history from 
the University of Cambridge. He joined 
BGU in 1995, founding the Center for the 
Study of Conversion and Inter-Religious 
Encounters. He became Rector of the 
University in 2018.

Photos:
1 -	 Professors Chamovitz (L) and Hames (R)
2 -	 Chamovitz and Hames on the Double Helix 

Bridge to the Advanced Technologies Park
3 -	 The David Tuviyahu (Beit HIAS) Campus in 

the 1980s

1

Watch the full video online at
bit.ly/SBG-C-H

Chaim  David Ben-Gurion wanted to 
create “an Oxford” in the Negev and 
he was laughed at, but look around, it 
really worked. You came here because 
of Zionism and stayed because of the 
Zionist spirit. Do you think Zionism 

will continue to bring the brightest 
researchers here in the future?

Danny  I think that Zionism is part of 
BGU’s DNA. It is what makes us feel at 
home, and what attracts scholars to 
bet their future on this university. But 
what will keep the best researchers 
here is the fact that we are a world-
class university that provides them 
with the same conditions – labs, 
libraries, and quality students – that 
they could have at any other leading 
university in the US or Europe.

We are not here to compromise our 
standards for Zionism; we are Zionists 
who aim for the highest standards 
here in the desert.

2

3
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Prof. Yossi Mizrahi  
and Prof. Naftali 
Lazarovitch

Prof. Emeritus Yosef (Yossi) Mizrahi was 
born in Tel Aviv and has a PhD in botany 
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
He joined the Negev Institute for Arid 
Zone Research in 1968. During his career 
he worked on the domestication of the 
pitanga and other wild fruit trees as 
new crops, on new varieties of cherry 
tomatoes and much more.

Prof. Naftali Lazarovitch was born in 
Rehovot. He has a PhD in soil and water 
sciences from the Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem and joined the Jacob Blaustein 
Institutes for Desert Research in 2006. 
His research focuses on water flow 
and solute transport in the soil-plant-
atmosphere system, including increasing 
agricultural water use efficiency. 

Photos:
1 -	 The Negev Institute for Arid Zone 

Research, 1958. Photo: Moshe Pridan, 
courtesy of Government Press Office

2 -	 Yossi and Naftali make shakshuka
3 -	 Prof. Yossi Mizrahi checks hothouse 

tomatoes, 1980s

Yossi  There’s a process of 
desertification taking place around the 
world… An enormous number of people 
suffer from food shortage, from lack of 
nutrition. The knowledge that is being 
developed here in this place by the 
University’s units can provide at least 
partial solutions to the catastrophes 
taking place now in different desert 
areas and in future desert areas around 
the world.

Naftali  All this knowledge 
being developed here – including 
technologies related to plants, 
irrigation, fertilization – we beta test 
it here in the little State of Israel, and 
then we export those technologies 
to other places in the world, to other 
desert regions. 

Yossi  And it’s not just technologies. 
We try to adapt existing crops to the 
extreme desert conditions we have 
here, as well as attempt to introduce 
new crops that can provide food in 
desert conditions.

Naftali  While producing food, 
you also protect the soil, ensuring 

1

Watch the full video online at
bit.ly/SBG-M-L

sustainable soil that can provide food 
for our grandchildren and for future 
generations.

Naftali  Do you know that to produce 
two dates you need 100 liters of water!

Yossi  Wow!

Naftali  That means either your 
evening shower or eating two dates. 
We want to reduce the use of water, 
so we can use the same amount of 
water to grow more dates – more crop 
per drop. Our research addresses the 
issue of irrigation scheduling: finding 
the optimal quantity and frequency 
of water application. And we also 
develop sensors that monitor the 

plant and check what is going on in 
the soil, how the plant is doing, how 
fast it is growing. Ultimately, we enjoy 
eating delicious dates from the Negev.

2

3
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Erica  What brought us to study 
in Beer-Sheva was the inner drive, 
the desire to make history. To start 
something new here. It would have 
been easier to go to the Technion 
to study like all the students, but to 
come here to be pioneers, to establish 
a university – that was how it was 
presented to us, and we really felt we 
had a mission.

Erica  So I understand that you 
[students today] study, take exams 
and also work, and also are involved in 
social action. How do you have time for 
all that?

Adi Aharoni 
and Erica Sapir

Adi Aharoni, originally from Modi’in, is 
chairperson of the BGU Student Union. 
She is in her third and final year of studies 
towards a BA in management and in 
sociology. During her service in the IDF, 
Adi was a combat medic instructor.

Erica (Linder) Sapir came to Israel from 
Romania as a teenager. She is a graduate 
of the University’s first cohort in chemical 
engineering in 1970, comprised of just six 
men and two women. After graduating, 
she worked at Israel Aerospace Industries 
for 17 years, and then left to establish 
and head her own environmental and 
occupational health consultancy company, 
from which she retired last year. 

Photos:
1 -	 Adi Aharoni and Erica Sapir revisit the 

David Tuviyahu Campus (Beit HIAS)
2 -	 Erica Sapir and her husband to be at the 

student dormitories, 1968. Courtesy of 
Erica Sapir

3 -	 Class photo of first cohort of chemical 
engineering graduates, 1969/70. Courtesy 
of Erica Sapir

1

Watch the full video online at
bit.ly/SBG-A-S

the knowledge acquired to develop 
careers in different areas. I used 
what I had learnt to develop an 
independent career.

Adi  I think that is very similar to 
what is happening today with us. One’s 
degree, one might say, is theoretical. It 
teaches you many approaches.

Adi  So, in your time, was the grass 
also the place where you met your 
future partner? 

Erica  Well, I did meet my partner 
at the University. He was studying 
mechanical engineering and we went 
through all the struggles of studies 
together, gradually getting to know 
one another. How about you?

Adi  For us, we meet on apps and 
on the grass, and through student 
activities. For example, we just came 
out with branded bracelets, so that 
while you are studying at the library 
you can also signal that you are 
interested in meeting someone.

Adi  I think that as students we 
simply choose to make the time. Over 
50% of the students have a scholarship 
involving social action, or simply 
volunteer in some social project. 
This is also the reason going to BGU 
is so unique: you are involved in an 
experience that goes beyond work and 
studies.

Erica  This kind of student life really 
prepares you for life in general.

Adi  Exactly. The satisfaction is far 
deeper than just succeeding on an 
exam or getting a paycheck.

Adi  When you graduated 
and went into the job market, 
did you feel as if your studies 
prepared you for what you 
really needed?

Erica  Ultimately our 
studies were an educational 
foundation. Very few of 
the people I studied with 
found work exactly in their 
profession, but they did use 

2
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Ilan  Look at this! What a place! 
What a view!

Paula  I guess it was a source of 
inspiration for Ben-Gurion and it’s 
definitely a source of inspiration for us. 

Ilan  You know what this proves? 
That this is not just a place of 
desolation; it is a place full of 
possibilities. It is through here that 
the people of Israel walked in ancient 
times and it is where the people 
of Israel can come and build in the 
modern period. If you look around, 
you see possibilities, not an absence. 
You see what it can be: cultural, 
visual, spiritual, as well as green and 
scientific and all the rest.

Paula  If we follow Ben-Gurion’s 
way of thinking – the understanding 
that mankind has to reach out to 
new horizons, and that science and 
technology and knowledge are what 
we need to seek – we must, at the 
same time, never forget the spirit of 
human beings: it all comes from that, 
from the soul of humankind and that’s 

Prof. Paula Kabalo 
and Prof. Ilan 
Troen
Prof. Emeritus S. Ilan Troen is originally 
from Boston and immigrated to Israel 
in 1975. He has a PhD in history from the 
University of Chicago. He was director 
of the Ben-Gurion Research Institute for 
the Study of Israel and Zionism from 1983 
to 1987 and is the founding editor of its 
journal, "Israel Studies". He was also the 
director of the Schusterman Center for 
Israel Studies at Brandeis University.     

Prof. Paula Kabalo is the director of the 
Ben-Gurion Research Institute for the 
Study of Israel and Zionism and also 
heads the Woodman-Scheller Israel 
Studies International MA program and 
the Azrieli Center for Israel Studies. Her 
research focus is the history of citizen 
associations and civil society in Israel. 

Photos:
1 -	 David Ben-Gurion in Kibbutz Sde Boker
2 -	 Professors Kabalo (L) and Troen (R) 

against the background of the Zin Valley
3 -	 Prof. Troen (L) and BGU President Yosef 

Tekoah with visitors, late 1970s
4 -	 Cornerstone laying ceremony for BGU’s 

Sde Boker campus, 1974. Photo: Sa’ar 
Ya’akov. Courtesy Government Press Office

1

Watch the full video online at
bit.ly/SBG-K-T

why the humanities have to be part 
and parcel of any scientific endeavor 
in the desert. 

Ilan  The desert is the key. 
Think of the place of the desert 
in Jewish history. David, Moses, 
and generations after generations 
were able to make out of nothing something great that has lasted 

through millennia. That’s our job at 
Ben-Gurion University too. It really 
is. This is why people from all over 
the world come here to this spot: to 
study humanities, to study science, to 
study physics – all in order to make 
the world a better place in which to 
live. It’s an amazing dream that Ben-
Gurion had!

Paula  And it’s our role to fulfill it.

2

3

4
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Alexander M. 
Goren and
Andrea Goren

Alexander M. Goren was born in Romania 
and has lived and worked in Israel, Italy 
and the USA. He is a managing partner at 
Goren Bros., a money management and 
real estate company. Alex and his family 
have been deeply involved with BGU 
since 1972, a commitment culminating 
with service as Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of BGU between 2012 and 2019 
and an honorary PhD in 2015. 

Andrea Goren, Alex’s son, has an MBA 
from Columbia University and is currently 
managing director and CFO for Phoenix 
Group, a private equity firm. He is a 
third-generation supporter of BGU and 
a member of the first cohort of AABGU’s 
Zin Fellows Leadership Program. He lives 
in New York. Andrea recently became 
Treasurer of AABGU.

Photos:
1 -	 Three generations (Avram Goldstein-

Goren, Alex Goren, and Andrea Goren) visit 
BGU together in the early 70s

2 -	 Alex and Andrea cook together in New York

Alex  Pinchas Sapir said to my father 
“I’ve got good news and better news. 
The client for your textile mill will pay a 
very good price. The better news is that 
you’re gonna give me all the money 
because the Old Man [DBG] wants to 
build a university in the Negev.”
My father said “It’s a deal.” He really 
loved the idea of an Oxford in the 
desert. 

The cornerstone laying ceremony 
for our building* was the first time I 
was really in Beer-Sheva. And it was 
kind of a lunar setting… because in 
the middle of nothing there was the 
Aranne Library, which was a beautiful 
building. And in front of it was the 
Kreitman Building. And that was all 
there was! 

In ‘73 I went to live in Israel for 
eleven years. I got very involved in 
the University and went to Beer-
Sheva often.  And the University 
itself – it just exploded. When Avishay 
Braverman came in, he really grew the 
University to what it is today.
The job he did in those years as 

1Watch the full video online at
bit.ly/SBG-G-G

president was really amazing. 
And Rivka Carmi afterwards too. 
They always got the top architects 
to design the buildings, and 
most of them are really beautiful 
architecturally. 

Andrea  It’s a Brutalist’s dream.

Alex  You know. I’m very proud of 
the fact that you were part of the first 
Zin Fellows cohort. How was it? 

Andrea  In many ways it was life 
altering. The program gave me the 
opportunity to learn about BGU at a 
much deeper level and to see exactly 
what you and Nonno [grandfather] 
have been up to all these years. It’s 
really hard not to fall in love with the 
mission and with what’s going on at 
the University.

My philanthropy until then was 
more about the kids’ school or the 
synagogue, but it was all passive. 
Here I feel that I have become part 
of something that is much greater 
than myself, and even greater than 
the University or Israel. If you look at 
some of the research that’s going on, 
attracting people from all over the 
world, and the work going on outside 
the University in the community... It’s 
basically the most important thing that 
I’m working on aside from my familial 
duties, but I feel like I’m getting more 
out of it than I’m putting in.

Alex  That’s the way I’ve always 
felt too. I’m very proud of your 
involvement with BGU and AABGU 
and I’m sure Nonno is also very proud 
that you’re continuing as the third 
generation.

2

* The Cukier, Goldstein-Goren Building for the Humanities and Social Sciences.14 15
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BGU RISES TO THE CHALLENGE
OF THE CORONAVIRUS
Ben-Gurion University began preparing for 
the coronavirus pandemic just as Purim 
arrived and the second semester was about to 
start. All events and in-person classes were 
cancelled and the University made a rapid 
and remarkably smooth transition to online 
learning, even before Israelis were instructed 
to remain at home. The academic year is 
continuing as scheduled.

More than 50 scientists from across the 
University's departments joined forces 
in a coronavirus taskforce charged with 
developing novel solutions to medical and 
social problems caused by the pandemic. 

Some 100 BGU researchers and graduate 
students responded to a call for volunteers, 
working in shifts to test blood samples for 
coronavirus at the Clinical Virology Lab at 
Soroka University Medical Center.

BGU Radio upgraded its studios for live 
broadcasting via the BGU Radio Facebook 
page, to support staff and students during the 
coronavirus lockdown period. The broadcasts 
are in Hebrew, Arabic and English.

 L-R: Prof. Angel 
Porgador, Dr. Roi Gazit, and 
doctoral student Avishay 
Edri, all of the Shraga 
Segal Department of 
Microbiology, Immunology 
and Genetics, organized 
BGU’s volunteers to test 
samples for coronavirus

 BGU students 
volunteering at Beer-
Sheva's drive-through 
coronavirus testing site

LEADERSHIP RECOGNIZED
Prof. Avishay Braverman, BGU's 5th president, 
who served from 1990 to 2006, received the 
Israel Prize's Lifetime Achievement Award 
in recognition of his vision and leadership in 
building BGU and the surrounding ecosystem, 
benefiting the Negev and the nation.  

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev ranked by 
Pitchbook among the top 50 undergraduate 
programs worldwide in the production of 
entrepreneurs.

BGU ranks 15th on the Nature Index of Young 
Universities. The Index ranks universities 50 
years or younger in the natural sciences.

NEW &
NOTEWORTHY

 President Prof. Daniel 
Chamovitz presented 
BGU’s 50th anniversary 
commemorative postage 
stamp to Israel’s President 
Reuven ‘Ruby’ Rivlin.
Photo: Courtesy of 
President of Israel’s 
Spokesperson’s Unit
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 Communications 
ministers and 
regulators, and CEOs 
of communications 
companies from around 
the world participated 
in the 'Communications 
in the Cyber Era Global 
Program for Regulators' 
in conjunction with 
Cybertech 2020

BGU Radio was launched with a new studio 
on the Marcus Family Campus in Beer-Sheva, 
after two years on the Sde Boker Campus. 
BGU Radio broadcasts as a podcast network 
produced by students, faculty, staff and the 
surrounding community.

THE BGU ECOSYSTEM
The first building on the IDF’s technology 
campus adjacent to the Advanced 
Technologies Park was dedicated. The campus 
will eventually occupy about 150,000 square 
meters of building space spread over 180 
dunams.

Beer-Sheva is the first city in Israel chosen to 
establish an innovation district, which will  be 
centered around BGU.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
AND ACTIVITIES
A new school was established for Electrical 
and Computer Engineering, which offers 
three study programs for bachelor’s degrees: 
Electrical and Computer Engineering, 
Computer Engineering, and Communications 
Systems Engineering.

For the first time in Israeli academia, BGU’s 
Dept. of Middle East Studies introduced a new 
approach to teaching Arabic in Arabic, which 
integrates spoken and literary Arabic.

The Council for Higher Education recently 
approved an increase in the number of 
students to be accepted for nursing studies at 
BGU, adding an extra 50 places each year. 

The Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and 
Management received EQUIS accreditation.

The Eitan Scholarship Program for 
outstanding students is a new accelerated, 
direct undergraduate-to-master's degree 
program allowing students to build 
individualized study programs, under the 
supervision of an academic mentor, in a 
collaborative setting designed to foster 
research inter-disciplinarity and excellence. 

The Computing Division launched Virtual 
Classrooms, a new system enabling academic 
departments to operate teaching programs 
from all the classrooms on campus and from 
every computer on the University network.

The Dept. of Emergency Medicine offered the 
first course in Israel focusing on Ultrasound 
Studies.

The digital version of the Heksherim Lexicon 
of Israeli Literature was published online. It 
includes 1,355 entries on literature created 
since 1948. 

NEW &
NOTEWORTHY

 Rafael Advanced 
Defense Systems opened 
its R&D center at BGU’s 
Advanced Technologies 
Park. Pictured (L-R): 
President Prof. Daniel 
Chamovitz, Mayor 
Ruvik Danilovitz, Rafael 
Chairman Dr. Uzi Landau, 
CEO Yoav Har-Even, and 
executive VP Dr. Ran Gozali

 Buzi Raviv, a graduate 
student at the French 
Associates Institute 
for Agriculture and 
Biotechnology of Drylands, 
hosted BGU Radio's 
"Podcast Production 
Course" graduation event
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The Zuckerberg Institute for Water Research 
dedicated the archives of Prof. Sidney Loeb, 
pioneer of reverse osmosis desalination. 

Entrepreneurship and Tech Management, a 
new program in the Dept. of Management, 
introduces students to the world of 
entrepreneurship and includes internship 
opportunities and collaborations with BGU’s 
Advanced Technologies Park.

Four new specialization tracks are now 
offered in the Dept. of Chemical Engineering: 
Management and Innovation; Energy, Water and 
Hi-Tech; Bio-Substances; and a research track.

The Digital Humanities Laboratory, which 
utilizes computational techniques for the 
study and research of humanities, was 
launched.

Ben-Gurion University and Microsoft Israel 
launched two AI tools that will “bring to life” 
the Ben-Gurion Archives by revealing hidden 
relationships and themes in its documents. 

ACADEMIC COLLABORATIONS
The Israeli government, in collaboration with 
BGU, is investing NIS 200 million in a new 
Quantum Institute, which will be part of the 
Soreq Nuclear Research Center. 

BGU and Northwestern University will lead a 
U.S.-Israel consortium - Collaborative Water-
Energy Research Center (CoWERC) - with a 
total budget of $21.4 million.

As part of a national academic delegation 
led by Israeli President Reuven Rivlin, 
VP of Regional Development Prof. Dan 
Blumberg signed an MOU with Hanyang 
University and Konkuk University in South 
Korea​. 

BGU and the University of Bristol, UK, signed 
an MOU to collaborate on cybersecurity and 
artificial intelligence research. 

BGU will partner with The State University 
of New York at Albany (SUNY Albany) to 
promote cybersecurity research, education 
and industry. 

BGU and Thomas Jefferson University in 
Philadelphia, PA signed a Memorandum of 
Collaboration to expand research into health 
disparities, bioethics and autism research.

A group of scientists from BGU and the Salk 
Institute for Biological Studies were awarded 
$14.3 million over five years by the US 
National Institutes of Health (NIH) to create 
a high-resolution atlas of how the mouse 
brain generates and controls skilled forelimb 
movements.

COMMERCIALIZATION
AND APPLIED RESEARCH
Josh Peleg was appointed Chief Executive 
Officer of BGN Technologies, the University’s 
technology transfer company.

ANANDA Scientific and BGN Technologies 
signed a license and research agreement to 
develop and commercialize cannabinoid 
products, based on research conducted by 
Prof. Amnon Sintov of the Dept. of Biomedical 
Engineering and Prof. Shimon Ben-Shabat, 
director of the School of Pharmacy.

BGU sent a Prototype Solar Power Generator 
developed by Prof. (Emer.) Jeffrey Gordon 
and his US colleagues for testing on the 
international space station. 

BGN Technologies and Vaxil Bio signed a 
license and research agreement to develop 
targeted cancer therapies.

BGU, the Israeli Ministry of Defense, the U.S. 
Air Force and the U.S. Navy agreed to pursue 
joint R&D programs to advance quantum 
technology. 

NEW & 
NOTEWORTHY

 The Sidney Loeb 
Archives at Sde Boker

Prof. Jacob Moran-Gilad of the Dept. of Health 
Systems Management will develop novel 
approaches to combat antibiotic-resistant 
bacteria as part of a new Swiss consortium, 
which received a €25 million grant for the next 
four years. 

INNOVATION AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
14 teams took part in the Inno-Negev 
Technology Accelerator, managed by the 
Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation and BGN Technologies.

Cactus Capital, BGU’s $1 million student venture 
capital fund, has made 14 investments in two 
rounds. During the Fund’s first year, over 1,000 
students participated in sponsored activities.

A UN report on innovation for social good 
praised Trademarker, an artificial intelligence 
tool developed by students in a joint BGU-
Google program. 

 Josh Peleg, the new 
CEO of BGN Technologies

 Participants in the 
Cactus Capital program, 
BGU's student-run venture 
capital firm, celebrate the 
end of its first year
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NOTABLE GRANTS 
Four BGU researchers received the highly 
prestigious ERC Starting Grant: Prof. Menny 
Shalom, Dr. Benjamin Palmer, and Dr. Josh 
Baraban, all from the Dept. of Chemistry, 
and Dr. Deborah Toiber of the Dept. of Life 
Sciences.

Dr. Josh Baraban also won an Alon Fellowship 
from the Council for Higher Education.

Dr. Itzik Mizrahi of the Dept. of Life Sciences 
received an ERC Consolidator Grant. He also won 
a DIP Grant together with Prof. Edward Bayer 
and Prof. Ohad Medalia.

Prof. Ronen Segev of the Dept. of Life Sciences 
and Dr. Benjamin Rosental of the Shraga 
Segal Dept. of Microbiology, Immunology 
and Genetics, both received grants from the 
prestigious Human Frontier Science Program. 

Prof. Michael Danilenko and Dr. Eitan Rubin 
from the Dept. of Physiology and Cell Biology 
won an ISF Precision Medicine Grant to 
establish a national leukemia database.  

Dr. Niv Papo of the Avram and Stella 
Goldstein-Goren Dept. of Biotechnology 
Engineering and the National Institute for 
Biotechnology in the Negev has been awarded 
an ERC Proof of Concept Grant.

Three BGU researchers were selected as Azrieli 
Foundation Fellows 2019-20: Dr. Benjamin 
Palmer (Chemistry), Dr. Ely Kovetz (Physics) 
and Dr. Jennifer Resnik (Life Sciences).

Dr. Dana Vedder-Weiss of the Dept. of 
Education received the NARST 2020 Early 
Career Research Award.

BEN-GURION DAY 2019
President Prof. Daniel Chamovitz and 
entrepreneur Moshe Hogeg represented BGU 
in laying a wreath on David Ben-Gurion’s grave 
in Sde Boker on Ben-Gurion Day in December. 

Later that day, BGU bestowed the inaugural 
Ben-Gurion Award on eight distinguished 
individuals for their contributions to the 
University,​ the community, and the Negev: 
Prof. David Faiman, founder of the Ben-
Gurion National Solar Energy Center and the 
Alexandre Yersin Department of Solar Energy 
and Environmental Physics; Prof. Shimon 
M. Glick, former dean and co-founder of the 
Faculty of Health Sciences and founder of 
the internal medicine department at Soroka 
University Medical Center; Prof. Shaul P. 
Ladany, operations research scientist and 
legendary Olympic race walker; David Merage, 
philanthropist and founder of the Merage 
Foundation; Ibrahim Nsasra, entrepreneur 
and philanthropist, founder of the Tamar Center 
to promote Bedouin education; Tal Ohana, Head 
of the Yeruham Local Council; Kobi Oz, famed 
singer-songwriter/producer and lead singer of 
Teapacks; and Aviva Segev, one of the founders 
of the Faculty of Health Sciences, Kaye College, 

and Edy's House-Ma'agan to support cancer 
patients and their families. 

The 2019 Alumni Recognition Awards were 
also presented on Ben-Gurion Day this year to: 
Eyaid Ahmad, a community activist, founder of 
Hagar: Jewish-Arab Education for Equality and 
accessibility supervisor for Arab students at 
Sapir Academic College; Orly Ben-Hamu Lahav, 
plant manager at Intel’s Kiryat Gat facility; 
Sigal Regev Rosenberg, Director General of 
the Meuhedet Health Fund and first woman to 
hold such a position; Shira Salzer, founder of 

NEW & 
NOTEWORTHY

 Ben-Gurion Award 
honorees with VP for 
Public Affairs & Resource 
Development Jeff Kaye, 
Rector Prof. Chaim Hames 
and President Prof. Daniel 
Chamovitz

 President Chamovitz 
and entrepreneur Moshe 
Hogeg lay a wreath on 
David Ben-Gurion’s grave 
on Ben-Gurion Day

 A delegation of 
Norwegian parliament 
members headed by Mr. 
Hans Fr. Grøvan visited 
Prof. Hugo Guterman's 
Autonomous Robotics Lab 
in the Dept. of Electrical & 
Computer Engineering
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Cambium, a software development company 
and hi-tech entrepreneur in Yeruham; and 
Moshe Vigdor, Director General of the Jack, 
Joseph, and Morton Mandel Foundation-Israel, 
former director general of the Council for Higher 
Education, the Jewish Agency for Israel and 
former VP and Director General of the Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem.  

EXCELLENCE RECOGNIZED
“Fake news on Twitter during the 2016 U.S. 
presidential election” by Dr. Nir Grinberg 
of the Dept. of Software and Information 
Systems Engineering ranked number 58 on 
Altmetric’s Top 100 list of the most-discussed 
and shared pieces of research published in the 
past year.

Three graduates of the Creative Writing 
Program in BGU’s Dept. of Hebrew Literature 
received the Minister of Education and 
Culture Prize in Literature for their debut 
books: Roni Eldad’s Any Day Now; Tali Shamir-
Werzberger’s Smooth as Water; and Adam 
Ratzon’s A Need to Fight the Obvious. 

Prof. Jonatan Meir from the Goldstein-
Goren Dept. of Jewish Thought was elected 
a member of the Israel Academy of Sciences 
and Humanities.

Three members of the Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology now lead 
their professional organizations: Prof. Lev 
Grinberg was elected president of the Israeli 
Sociological Society; Prof. Yael Hashiloni-
Dolev was elected joint president of the 
Israeli Society for the History & Philosophy 
of Science; and Prof. Pnina Motzafi-
Haller was elected president of the Israeli 
Anthropological Society. 

NEW & 
NOTEWORTHY

Prof. Ya’akov Gal of the Dept. of Software and 
Information Systems Engineering was elected 
a senior member of the Association for the 
Advancement of Artificial Intelligence (AAAI).

Dr. Yoram Singer from the Division of 
Community Health received a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from the Israel 
Association of Family Physicians.

Idan Hekselman, a student in the Dept. of 
Clinical Pharmacology and Biochemistry’s MD/
PhD program, under the direction of Prof. Esti 
Yeger-Lotem, won the prestigious Rappaport 
Prize for Excellence in Biomedical Research 
for 2020 in the category of outstanding 
students.

Prof. Guy Beiner of the Dept. of General 
History was awarded three international 
prizes for his book Forgetful Remembrance: 
Social Forgetting and Vernacular 
Historiography of a Rebellion in Ulster.​ 

Dr. Yehuda Ben-Shimol of the Dept. of 
Communications Systems Engineering 
received the Wolfram Innovation Award 2020. 

Yulia Shevchenko, a PhD student from the 
Swiss Institute for Dryland Environmental & 
Energy Research, won the Israeli President’s 
Scholarship for Excellence and Scientific 
Innovation. 

Ron Efrat, a PhD student in the Swiss Institute 
for Dryland Environmental & Energy Research, 
won the Adams Fellowship. 

This year’s Yechiel Admoni Award was 
bestowed upon Dr. Muhammad Bashouti of 
the Alexandre Yersin Dept. of Solar Energy and 
Environmental Physics and graduate students 
Daniel Minikaev of the French Associates 
Institute for Agriculture and Biotechnology of 
Drylands and Anne Bogler of the Zuckerberg 
Institute for Water Research.

Prof. Avishay Goldberg, Chair of the Dept. of 
Health Systems Management, was appointed 
chair of the executive committee of the Israel 
National Institute for Testing & Evaluation. 

Life Lines, an exhibit documenting Prof. 
(Emer.) Shaul Ladany’s remarkable life was 
displayed in the Forum of the Bergen-Belsen 
Memorial in Lohheide, Germany. 

 Alumni Recognition 
Awards honorees with VP 
and Director General David 
Bareket, Rector Hames and 
President Chamovitz

 Hundreds of BGU 
faculty and staff members 
celebrated BGU's 50th 
anniversary on Rosh 
Hashana with a mass sing 
along
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NEW & 
NOTEWORTHY

NOTABLE CONTRIBUTIONS
A generous donation by Sylvan Adams 
of Israel will renovate and transform the 
University’s existing sports complex into a 
state-of-the-art facility which will be named 
the Sylvan Adams Sports Centre at Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev.
   
The Center for Israel Studies at the Ben-
Gurion Research Institute for the Study of 
Israel and Zionism will be named the Azrieli 
Center for Israel Studies thanks to the vision 
and generosity of the Azrieli Foundation 
Canada-Israel. 

Morris Kahn renewed his support of Prof. 
Ohad Birk’s “100 Diseases Project: From 
Scientific Discovery to Disease Prevention” 
at the Morris Kahn Laboratory of Human 
Genetics.

The Patrick & Lina Drahi Foundation have 
pledged to support the construction of the Drahi 
Innovation & Entrepreneurship Building to be 
built on the North Campus.

The generous bequest of Manya Igel from 
the UK will support the Medical Simulation & 
Classroom Building, establish the Manya Igel 
Institute for Innovative Food and Nutrition 
Biomedical Research at BGU, and provide 
funds to recruit and retain outstanding young 
scientists. 

James M. Breslauer and the Breslauer-Soref 
Foundation of Cypress, CA renewed their 
commitment to support the University’s 
entrepreneurship endeavors by generously 
providing funding for Yazamut 360°. 

World-renowned artist and Milwaukee, WI 
native, Richard Edelman, generously donated 
a Negev-inspired bronze sculpture titled 
Cyberglyph. 

Thanks to a generous lead gift from the 
Diane and Guilford Glazer Foundation of 
Beverly Hills, CA, the state-of-the-art Diane 
and Guilford Glazer Institute for Homeland 
Security Building will be constructed on the 
new North Campus. 

Lolita E. Goldstein of New York, NY left a 
generous bequest establishing the Lolita E. 
and Melvin S. Goldstein Endowment Funds 
to support the Zuckerberg Institute for 
Water Research, the Woodman-Scheller 
Israel Studies International Program, and the 
Zalman Aranne Central Library. 

A generous grant to the President’s 
Discretionary Fund from the Guzik 
Foundation in Mountain View, CA enabled 
BGU to secure the recruitment of outstanding 
young scientists by offering attractive and 
competitive research packages.

Sara Luhby of Riverdale, NY left a generous 
unrestricted bequest to the University.

A generous endowment from Stanley and 
Miriam Newman of Walnut Creek, CA will 
support two graduate fellowships every year 
at BGU’s Albert Katz International School for 
Desert Studies.

The Gate of Innovation to be constructed as the 
entry point to the new North Campus is made 
possible by the generous support of the Roberta 
and Ernest Scheller Jr. Family Foundation. 
Formerly of PA, now living in Florida and 
Colorado, the Scheller family has bestowed a 
lasting legacy upon the University with this gift.

As a trustee in her family foundation, Lisa 
Scheller of Allentown, PA had an integral 
part in her father’s legacy gift. Independently, 
she is making a new gift to fund graduate 
fellowships supporting students in 
the Woodman Scheller Israel Studies 
International Program and supporting the 
International Conference on Drylands, 
Deserts and Desertification at the Jacob 
Blaustein Institutes for Desert Research. 

 Richard Edelman’s 
sculpture Cyberglyph on 
the Marcus Family Campus

 BGU's undergraduate 
team at the 2019 iGEM 
competition, "FlyGem," 
won a gold medal for 
developing a new way to 
control mosquitoes 

BGU PRESIDENT'S REPORT  202028 29CELEBRATING OUR FIRST  50



NEW & 
NOTEWORTHY

STUDENT AFFAIRS
Some 60 Bedouin students who completed the 
Gateway to Academy program for outstanding 
students began their freshman year at BGU.

The B-Soulmate suicide prevention program 
was launched by the Dean of Students 
Psychological Services and the Student 
Union. 

An “Eran – Emotional First Aid” hotline was 
dedicated specifically for BGU students.

The Student Union podcast “Galgamal” was 
launched in conjunction with the new BGU 
Radio project.

OUTREACH
BGU’s She Space program to encourage high 
school girls to pursue STEM education was 
chosen to represent the Israel Space Agency 
at the UN on the International Day of Women 
and Girls in Science.

The Council for Higher Education appointed 
Perach to manage a multi-year scholarship 
program to integrate students of Ethiopian 
descent into academia, especially into areas 
where they are underrepresented. 

In Doctor at the Bar, ASRN, the health sciences 
student organization, organizes fun and 
engaging lectures on medical topics in bars 
around the city. 

The Aviv Project was expanded this year to 
deliver workshops on sexual education, sexual 
violence prevention and medical training to 
youth in the Aviv immigrant absorption center 
near the University.

Street Festival, a new Student Union 
initiative, takes students off campus to create 
encounters with the community through 
neighborhood events.

A team of high school students who trained at 
BGU’s Jusidman Science Center for Youth won 
two gold medals and three silver medals at 
the International Physics Olympiad in Lisbon.

SUSTAINABILITY
BGU continues to lead Israeli universities on 
the UI GreenMetric measuring environmental 
sustainability. It ranked 190 among some 800 
universities around the world.

BGU Zero Waste, a student organization, 
collaborated with Green Campus to reduce the 
use of disposable cups at this year’s opening 
event.

As part of the Live Laboratory project, teams 
were established to deal with analysis 
of waste and to analyze and lead energy 
streamlining on campus. 

Engineers Without Borders took first place 
in a Green Campus competition with their 
initiative to establish the first hydroponic 

 The hydroponic 
garden outside of the 
Jusidman Science Center 
for Youth, designed and 
built by the Engineers 
Without Borders student 
organization 

 A record number of 
prospective students (over 
10,000) visited BGU on its 
Open Day in February

 Adi Aharoni, Chair of 
the Student Union, joins 
a Radio Darom broadcast 
from campus at the 
opening of the 2019/20 
academic year. Photo: 
Yanai Ankwa, BGU Student 
Union

 The BGU Student 
Union's annual political 
organizations' fair.
Photo: Amit Tsur, BGU 
Student Union

garden on campus. The garden, hanging on a 
wall at the Jusidman Science Center for Youth, 
will be used for study and experiments by the 
Center's pupils.
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NEW & 
NOTEWORTHY

INTERNATIONALIZATION
All six BGU faculties and all fields offer a PhD 
in English, and 22 master's programs currently 
offer courses in English. Altogether, 459 
courses in English were provided last year. 

Last year, BGU had 140 international 
master's students, 150 PhD students and 

 International students 
from the summer 
programs in Global Health 
and Business Intelligence 
on a tour of Beer-Sheva's 
Old City

175 international postdocs, as well as 472 
overseas students in short programs. 

About 100 BGU students participated in 
student exchange programs. The most popular 
destinations were Italy, Germany and Canada.

The Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship 
and Innovation hosted several international 
hackathons with students from SKEMA 
Business School in France and Penn State 
University in the US.

The Bengis Center also hosted two week-long 
intensive international programs, one with 
22 Colombian MBA students from Pontificia 
Javeriana University, who were introduced 
to elements of the Israeli innovation 
ecosystem, and one with 18 Danish students 
from University College Absalon and UCL 
University College.

 The Holiday of 
Holidays, celebrating the 
December festivals of 
the three monotheistic 
religions, was marked for 
the first time on campus 

50
YEARS 
OF
GROWTH

FACTS & FIGURES
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STUDENT ENROLLMENT OVER 50 YEARS

NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS

25,000

20,000

15,000

10,000

5,000

0

UNIVERSITY FOOTPRINT (SQ.M., THOUSANDS)

1969 2019

45 1,011

TEACHING FACULTY

1969 2019

166 3,700
professors and lecturers 
from other universities 
and teaching assistants

senior, junior and 
clinical academic faculty 
members 

BUDGET (USD M)

1969 2019

1.66 492

DEGREE PROGRAMS

1969 2019

22 168
bachelor's and master's all degrees

BACHELOR’S DEGREES AWARDED

1969 2019

c. 50 3,223

INVESTMENT IN RESEARCH OVER 40 YEARS

INVESTMENT IN 
RESEARCH (USD M)
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FACTS & 
FIGURES

LIBRARY HOLDINGS (BOOKS, THOUSANDS)

1969 2019

30 1,499
587 hard copies and 917 
electronic books
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TOTAL INVESTMENT IN RESEARCH (USD M)

120

100
45.0

35.3

80 31.6

60
38.8 41.0

33.6
40

18.7 17.220 14.3

18.1 20.1 18.5
0

2016/17 2017/18 2018/19

Competitive grants Non-competitive grants
Other external sources BGU research funding

DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS
BY FACULTY AND DEGREE 2018−2020

Humanities 
and Social 
Sciences

Natural 
Sciences

Engineering 
Sciences

Health 
Sciences

Business and 
Management

Desert 
Studies

Kreitman 
Graduate 

School

Ben-Gurion 
Research 
Institute

Brain 
Sciences 
School

2019-2020

Bachelor’s 3335 2208 4983 2286 1135 206

Master’s 1088 335 960 706 1020 89 22 14

PhD 498 306 403 254 55 119 76 19

Post-Doc 94 111 46 25 3 55 13

Non-Degree 178 162 11 35 2

Teaching 
Certificate

137

Total 5289 2957 6455 3210 2248 261 88 24 239

TOTAL 20,771
ACTUAL TOTAL* 19,710

2018-19

Bachelor’s 3472 2186 4761 2223 1076    117

Master’s 1091 281 853 575 1223 84  26 9

PhD 504 309 390 259 55 127 93  17

Post-Doc 93 105 51 27 2 58 12   

Non-Degree 157 189 10 20  4 1

Teaching 
Certificate

158         

Total 5434 2875 6136 3023 2375 266 105 30 144

 TOTAL 20,388
ACTUAL TOTAL* 19,490

Please note: The student numbers include all students studying at BGU in Beer-Sheva, Sde Boker, and Eilat, in both degree and non-degree programs. 
They do not include international students, students in academic prep courses, the Air Force pilot program, and auditors. The above figures refer to first 
semester only.
* Actual number of students enrolled does not match total because there are students enrolled in multiple faculties or pursuing multiple degrees

FACTS & 
FIGURES

5
START-UPS
ESTABLISHED  
(based on knowledge and 
technologies developed in 
BGU labs)

70
NEW
PATENTS
FILED

1 in 3
ISF GRANT
APPLICATIONS
ACCEPTED

#1
IN RESEARCH
CONTRACTS WITH 
GOVERNMENT AND 
INDUSTRY

124
RESEARCH 
COLLABORATION 
AGREEMENTS SIGNED 
WITH BUSINESS 
PARTNERS

#1
HIGHEST NUMBER OF 
INNOVATION
AUTHORITY'S
KAMIN PROGRAM
GRANTS

45
LICENSING
AGREEMENTS
SIGNED

643
DORM UNITS
IN BEER-SHEVA*
*  including the Graduate 
Students Residence

198
DORM UNITS
IN SDE BOKER

22
DORM UNITS
IN EILAT
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DESIGNATION OF DONATIONS

*Various: Leadership training; community involvement; support for 
certain centers/institutes; fellowships and scholarships outside the 
operating budget; faculty development; special projects; pending 
designation.

2019/20 OVERALL UNIVERSITY BUDGET (NIS/USD THOUSANDS IN CURRENT PRICES)

Operating Budget Research Budget Development Budget Special Programs Total Budget

NIS USD NIS USD NIS USD NIS USD NIS USD

EXPENDITURES 1,334,600 370,722 230,000 63,889 191,263 53,129 132,933 36,926 1,888,796 524,666 

INCOME 1,334,600 370,722 230,000 63,889 191,263 53,129 136,107 37,807 1,891,970 525,547 

UNIVERSITY OPERATING BUDGET

2018/2019 2019/2020

 NIS USD % NIS USD % % change

INCOME
Planning & Budgeting Committee 969.1 261.9 73.9% 976.9 271.4 73.2% 0.8%

Tuition and Dorms 206.2 55.7 15.7% 208.6 57.9 15.6% 1.2%

Contributions 6.0 1.6 0.5% 9.5 2.6 0.7% 58.3%

Endowment Funds 50.0 13.5 3.8% 55.0 15.3 4.1% 10.0%

Other Income 77.3 20.9 5.9% 71.8 19.9 5.4% -7.1%

Transfer from Funds 3.4 0.9 0.3% 12.8 3.6 1.0% 272.8%

TOTAL 1,312.0 354.6 100.0% 1,334.6 370.7 100.0% 1.7%
   

EXPENDITURE   
Salaries 950.6 256.9 72.5% 981.3 272.6 73.5% 3.2%

Fellowships & Student Assistance 82.0 22.2 6.2% 85.6 23.8 6.4% 4.4%

Teaching & Research Expenses 56.7 15.3 4.3% 53.3 14.8 4.0% -6.1%

Institutes & Research Centers 42.4 11.5 3.2% 37.7 10.5 2.8% -11.3%

Computer Expenses 17.1 4.6 1.3% 16.8 4.7 1.3% -1.9%

Library Expenses 29.6 8.0 2.3% 28.9 8.0 2.2% -2.6%

Administration 27.1 7.3 2.1% 27.8 7.7 2.1% 2.7%

Maintenance 99.5 26.9 7.6% 94.1 26.1 7.0% -5.4%

Financing 7.0 1.9 0.5% 9.2 2.6 0.7% 32.7%

TOTAL 1,312.0 354.6 1.0 1,334.6 370.7 100.0% 1.7%

NIS/USD exchange rate: 3.70 3.60 -2.7%

Higher education budgeting index 132.41 135.38

FACTS &
FIGURES

Various* General

11.5% Scholarships

2.6% Endowments

5.1%

39.4%

28.2%

Research13.2%

Construction

OUR WORLDWIDE FAMILY OF ASSOCIATES  
AT WORK 2018/19 YEAR-END FIGURES

Total

Contributions Received $52,769,806

Interest Income from Endowments $31,853,276

Endowment Fund Balance (as of 30/9/19) $784,617,076

Notes: Contribution figures are gross and do not reflect local 
fundraising charges.  |  All figures are approximate due to fluctuating 
exchange and interest rates.  |  Endowment balance includes $496.16 
million in the Marcus Fund and approximately $54.61 million in 
endowment funds held in the US by and on behalf of AABGU (this figure 
does not include approximately $24 million in trust funds held by and 
on behalf of AABGU).  |  2018/19 interest income figure above represents 
the income distributed on endowments held in Israel (3.5%); $22.04 
million income released from the Marcus Fund; and $1,295,177 (4%) 
income released on endowment funds held in the US by and on behalf 
of AABGU.
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SENIOR ADMINISTRATION

Prof. Limor  
Aharonson-Daniel
Vice President for Global 
Engagement

Jeff Kaye
Vice President for Public 
Affairs and Resource 
Development

Prof. Raz Jelinek
Vice President and 
Dean for Research & 
Development

Prof. Dan Blumberg
Vice President for 
Industrial and Regional 
Development

David Bareket
Vice President and 
Director-General

Prof. Daniel 
Chamovitz
President

Prof. Chaim 
(Harvey) Hames
Rector

Lloyd Goldman
Chairman of the
Board of Governors

Yarom Ariav
Chairman of the Executive 
Committee

Prof. Miki Malul
Dean - Guilford Glazer 
Faculty of Business and 
Management

Prof. Amit Schejter
Dean - Pinchas Sapir 
Faculty of Humanities
and Social Sciences

Prof. Michal Shapira
Dean - Faculty of
Natural Sciences

Prof. Avi Levy
Dean - Faculty of
Engineering Sciences

Prof. Amos Katz
Dean - Faculty of
Health Sciences

Prof. Noam Weisbrod
Director - Jacob Blaustein 
Institutes for Desert 
Research

Prof. Yaniv Poria
Academic Director
Eilat Campus

Prof. Dudy Bar-Zvi
Dean - Kreitman
School of Advanced 
Graduate Studies

Prof. Moshe Kaspi
Dean of Students

Photo: Jeffery Tholl

Prof. Gal deBotton
Deputy Rector

50
YEARS
OF
WE ARE ETERNALLY GRATEFUL 
TO OUR PARTNERS AND FRIENDS 
WORLDWIDE, WHOSE SUPPORT 
FOR BGU'S MISSION HAS MADE 
EVERYTHING POSSIBLE
Every effort has been made to ensure that the information included 
here is accurate and reflects the wishes of individual donors.

PARTNERSHIP
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Fondation Adelis, Israel
Joan W. and Robert H. Arnow, United States
Milada Ayrton, Switzerland
Arnold M. Bengis, United States and United Kingdom
Yoda Léon and Luna Benoziyo
Dr. Aron Bernstein, Poland and United States
Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation, United States
Norbert and Hannah Blechner, United States
The Crown and Goodman Families, United States
Dr. and Mrs. Heinz-Horst Deichmann, Germany
The Helen Diller Family Foundation, United States
Dr. David Cos Eisenstein, United States
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Feher, France
Ruth Flinkman-Marandy and Behrouz Marandy,
	 United States
Guilford and Diane Glazer, United States
The Joyce and Irving Goldman Family Foundation,
	 United States
Goldstein-Goren Family, United States and Italy
Lillian and Larry Goodman Foundations, United States
The Guzik Family Foundation, United States
Helmsley Charitable Trust, United States
The Kahn Foundation, Israel

Harold Irving Korn, M.D. and May Elting Korn,
	 United States
Daniel E. Koshland, Jr., United States
Irene and Hyman Kreitman, United Kingdom
Lorry I. Lokey, United States
Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Foundation,
	 United States
Dr. Howard W. and Lottie R. Marcus, United States
Marco and Louise Mitrani, United States
Keren Moshe, Switzerland
Negev Foundation
Helen Nichunsky, United States
Edgar D. de Picciotto, Switzerland
Richard and Jeanne Pratt, Australia
Rashi Foundation
The Marc Rich Foundation, Switzerland
Eric F. and Lore Ross, United States
The Skirball Foundation, United States
Samuel and Helene Soref Foundation, United States
Zoltan Toman, United States
Elsa Weinberg, Israel
Carole and Marcus Weinstein, United States
Anita and Henry Weiss, United States
Wolfson Family Charitable Trust and Wolfson 

Foundation, United Kingdom
Suzanne M. Zlotowski, United Kingdom
Roy J. Zuckerberg Family Foundation

NEW MEMBERS
Sylvan Adams, Tel Aviv
The Drake Family
Jewish Federation of Delaware, Goldinger Trust
Melvin S. and Lolita E. Goldstein, New York, NY
Marlene and Samuel Halperin, Washington, DC
Harold Hamer M.D. New York, New York
Paul & Edwina Heller Memorial Fund, Vancouver, Canada
Sara and Leonard Luhby, Bronx, NY
Stanley and Miriam Newman, Walnut Creek, CA
Ruth E. & William Hy Ross Foundation, Vancouver, Canada
Lisa Jane Scheller, Allentown, PA
Jackie and Solomon Steg, CA
Edith and Robert Zinn, Houston, Texas

BEN-GURION SOCIETY MEMBERS
S. Daniel Abraham
Chinita and Conrad Abrahams-Curiel, London
Fondation Adelis
Kurt S. Adler, Los Angeles, CA
Dr. and Mrs. Sam L. Agron, Montville, NJ
The Alon Family Foundation, Saratoga, CA
I/m/o Rita H. Altura, Altura Family, Los Angeles, CA
The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
Robert and Joan Arnow, United States
Isaac and Carol Auerbach Family Foundation, PA
Milada Ayrton, Lausanne
Azrieli Foundation, Canada-Israel
Bank Leumi Le-Israel B.M.
Rhoda and Jordan Baruch, Washington, D.C.
Dr. Beryl Bearint, Port St. Lucie, FL
Bengis Family, Cape Town/New York
Eric and Illeana Benhamou, Saratoga, CA
Yoda Léon and Luna Benoziyo
Hilda and Manasche Ben Shlomo Foundation
Dr. Aron Bernstein, Poland and United States
Famille Danièle et Maurice Bidermann, Paris, France
Martin and Rena Blackman, New York
The Jacob and Hilda Blaustein Foundation
Hannah and Norbert Blechner, New York, NY
Fondation Bona Terra, Genève, Suisse
The Camelia E. Botnar Foundation, Switzerland
Rhoda Boyko, New York City, USA
Jim & Liz Breslauer and Frank Parlato, Long Beach, CA
The Brink Family, Belgium

I/m/o Naftali & Anni Bronicki, Mordechai & Miriam 
Wander

Dr. Hubert Burda, Munich, Germany
Rothermel L. Caplan, Lebanon, PA
The Chais Family Foundation, Los Angeles, CA
Charina Endowment Fund
Aron Chilewich Family, USA
Fanny Cohen Kohn, Caracas, Venezuela
Hannah Litvin Cohen and Robert Marc Cohen, Tampa, FL
Sir John and Lady Cohen, Great Britain
The Sam Cohen (Windhoek) Scholarships Trust
Elizabeth and Sidney Corob, London, England
Crown Family, Chicago, Illinois
Riki and Coby Dayan Family, Los Altos Hills, CA, USA
Dr. and Mrs. Heinz-Horst Deichmann
Prof. Ute Deichmann, Omer, Israel
Helen Diller Family, California
Ing. Pedro Dondisch, Mexico
Doron Foundation for Education and Welfare
Harry T. and Shirley W. Dozor, Philadelphia, PA
Tamara and Ariel Elia
M. Ernst, Paris
Maks and Rochelle Etingin, New York, NY
Evens Family (Oliwenstein, Olivennes), Worldwide
George Evens Family, Antwerpen

Michel Halpérin at the 43rd Board of Governors Meeting, 2013

PRESIDENT’S
PILLARS
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/Pillars.aspx

BEN-GURION 
SOCIETY
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/BGSociety.aspx

Dr. Heinz-Horst Deichmann at the 8th Annual Deichmann 
Lecture Series, 2011
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Dr. and Mrs. Paul Feher, Paris, France
Gertrude and Louis Feil Family
Amy and Marc Feldstein, Washington, DC
Eris & Lawrence Field Family Foundation, Beverly Hills, CA
Fondation Flamme, Genève, Suisse
Ruth Elaine and Stan Flinkman, Santa Monica, CA
Albert and Patricia Frank, Chicago, IL
Estelle S. Frankfurter, New York, NY
Edy and Sol Freedman and Family, New York
Rachel “Peggy” Freeman, Brooklyn, NY
Lis Gaines, New York, NY
Nathan Galston, Los Angeles, California
Dr. Carl Gans, Austin, Texas
Stan and Arlene Ginsburg, Philadelphia, PA
Max and Elisabeth Gitter, New York, NY
Diane and Guilford Glazer, Beverly Hills, CA
The Irving Goldman Foundation Inc., USA
Richard and Rhoda Goldman, San Francisco, CA
The Goldstein-Goren Family
Stella and A. Goldstein-Goren
Leslie and Susan Gonda (Goldschmied) Fdn., CA
Ellis Goodman Family Foundation, Chicago, IL
Lawrence and Lillian Goodman, Chicago, IL

Ned and Anita Goodman, Toronto, Canada
Allen Greenberger, Chicago, IL
The Fraida Greenhill Fdn., United States
Ruth and Maurice Grosman
The Marion and Aaron Gural Foundation, New York
Monroe Guttmann Charitable Foundations, Pittsburgh, PA
Bella and Yosef Guzick Dresner, Beer-Sheva
In memory of Parents Fira & Efim by Nahum Guzik, CA
Ivan and Vilma Halaj, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA
Esther and Michel Halpérin, Geneva, Switzerland
Fay and Bert Harbour
The Thomas O. Hecht Family
Helmsley Charitable Trust
Rosalind Henwood, Boca Raton, FL
Frances Herbolsheimer, LaSalle, IL
In Memory of Benzion Sundel Hersch, Anne & Harry
Zfira and Efraim Ilin, Israel
Eileen and Ira Ingerman Family Foundation, Penna
Intel Israel
ISEF - International Sephardic Education Fdn.
Rachel and Max Javit, Boca Raton, FL
The Kahanoff Foundation, Calgary/Tel Aviv
Kahn Family Fund for Humanitarian Support
Richard and Edythe Kane, Sarasota, FL
Ilse Katz Liebholz, Geneva
Keren Moshe, Geneva, Switzerland
Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung, Germany
Koret Foundation, San Francisco, CA
Harold Irving Korn, M.D. and May Elting Korn, NY
Prof. Daniel E. Koshland, Jr., UC Berkeley, CA
Irene and Hyman Kreitman, Great Britain
Douglas and Judith Krupp, United States
George and Lizbeth Krupp, United States
Philip and Bernice Krupp, United States
Bernice and Morton Lerner, Salisbury, NC
Marjorie and Gustave Levey, Houston, TX, USA
Velva G. and H. Fred Levine, Houston, TX
Sophie and Stephen Lewar, Toronto, Canada
Eng. Max and Dr. Gabriele Lichtenberg, Israel/FL
Regina and Simon Liebermann, New York, NY
Leonard Litwin, Great Neck, NY
Lorry I. Lokey, Atherton, CA
Bertie and Hilary Lubner and Family, South Africa
Jill and Peter Luck-Hille, London

In memory of Samuel, Bertha, Louis and Henry Malakoff
Barbara and Morton Mandel, Cleveland, Ohio
Mayer Mani and Family, France
Dr. Howard W. & Lottie R. Marcus, Rancho Bernardo, CA
Elias and Frances Margolin, San Diego, CA
Ralph S. Martin, Doris Springer Martin and Allen B. Rabin
The Mauerberger Foundation Fund, Solm Yach, z”l
Evelyn Metz Estate, New York, NY
Joseph and Rebecca Meyerhoff, Baltimore, MD
Famille Minkoff, Geneva
Cyndi and Max Mintzberg, Canada
Louise and Marco Mitrani/Mitrani Fdn., USA
The Moriah Fund
Alberto Nissim Moscona, Mexico
Moshal Scholarship Program
Dr. Morton and Toby Mower and children Robin and Mark
David and Inez Myers Foundation, Cleveland, Ohio
Michel et Balbina Naftali
Belle and Murray Nathan, New York, NY
Dr. Philip and Sima Needleman, St. Louis, Missouri

Negev Foundation
Helen Nichunsky, Los Angeles, CA
State of North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany
Dr. and Mrs. Ronald Oelbaum, Toronto, Canada
Abraham Ben David Ohayon, Geneva, Switzerland
Helga and Walter Oppenheimer, Los Angeles, CA
Bernard Osher Jewish Philanthropies, San Francisco, CA
Harold and Claire Oshry, United States
Markus and Sara Pajewski and Joseph Parker, USA
Nahid and Mansour Parsi, Los Angeles, CA
Mary and Marvin Paul, Toronto, Canada
Jack Pearlstone Charitable Trust, Baltimore, MD
Edgar D. de Picciotto, Geneva
Ferdinand and Ursula Piëch
David & Janet Polak Foundation, Beverly Hills, CA
Richard and Jeanne Pratt, Melbourne, Australia
Rashi Foundation - Rachi Fondation
In memory of Howard Rauberger, New York
Raphael Recanati Family Foundation, New York/Israel
Herbert Rosen, New York, NY
Claire and Emanuel G. Rosenblatt, Palm Beach, FL
Dora & Leonard Rosenzweig, Rosenzweig-Coopersmith Fdn
Eric F. and Lore Ross, Palm Beach, FL
Betty and Arthur Roswell, Bridgewater, NJ
The Caesarea Edmond Benjamin de Rothschild Foundation
Eric de Rothschild, in memory of Dr. Tamar Golan
Raphael and Shelley Rothstein, Palm Beach, FL
Lisa and Michael Rubenstein, San Francisco, CA
In memory of Irma and William Rulf, London, UK
Harry and Carol Saal Family Foundation, Palo Alto, CA
Edmond and Lily Safra
Rubin Salant, Renee, Camille, Robin, and Grandchildren
Milton E. and Frieda Salen, Brooklyn, NY
Eric and Sheila Samson
Ryoichi Sasakawa, Sasakawa Foundation, Japan
Brian and Avrona Schachter, Toronto, Canada
Roberta and Ernest Scheller, Jr., Villanova, PA
Schulich Foundation, Toronto, Canada
Alvin and Leanor Segal, Montreal, Canada
David and Fela Shapell Family, Beverly Hills, Calif.
The Harry and Abe Sherman Foundation, London
Jacob Shochat, Mahwah, NJ
George Shrut, Lausanne/Boston
Judith and Murray H. Shusterman, Abington, PA

Suzanne Zlotowski lays the cornerstone for the Zlotowski Student 
Center

Irene (L) and Hyman Kreitman (R) with Benz Carmel at a building 
dedication, c. 1970s

BEN-GURION 
SOCIETY
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/BGSociety.aspx
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Caroline and Arnold Simon, Omer, Israel
Skirball Foundation
Elaine, Irving and Sarah Sklar, New York
Frances Fohs Sohn and Fred Sohn
Eta and Sass Somekh, Los Altos Hills, CA
Rudolf and Inger-Ma Sonneborn
Katja B. Goldman & Michael Sonnenfeldt, USA
Samuel and Helene Soref
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation
Jack J. and Charlotte Spitzer, United States
Ruth and Robert St. John, Washington, D.C.
Harry Stern Family Foundation, Philadelphia
Natan Adler Stier, I/M/O his mother Sara Moses
George Swift, San Francisco, CA
Dr. Anne Tanenbaum, Toronto, Canada
Joey and Toby Tanenbaum, Toronto, Canada
Laszlo N. Tauber Family Foundation
Herbert A. and Vivian B. Thaler, Baltimore, MD
Zoltan and Maria Toman
Kenneth and Marsha Tucker, IL
Gerda Knopf Tworoger and John Tworoger, NY, USA
Holly and Jeffrey Ullman, Stanford, CA
Flory and Felix Van Beek, Newport Beach, CA
Ed and Miriam Vickar, Winnipeg, Canada
Bernat and Ilona Wachs, Singapore
Stanley D. and Nikki Waxberg, New York
The Weiler Family, New York, USA
Elsa Weinberg, Gaby Avron and Hillel Cherni, Israel
Carole and Marcus Weinstein, Richmond, VA
Henry and Anita Weiss and Family, Los Angeles, CA
Richard Weiss, Daytona Beach, FL
Aileen Epstein Whitman, Chester County, PA, USA
Alice & Rolf Wiklund, Vandoeuvres, Switzerland
Hermine Drezner & Jan Winkler, Palm Beach Gardens, FL
Charles Wolfson Charitable Trust, London
The Wolfson Family Charitable Trust
Martin and Els Wyler, Clarens, Switzerland
Yad Hanadiv, Jerusalem
Solly Yellin and Family, South Africa and Israel
Toni Young and Family, New York, NY
Ruta and Dr. Felix Zandman, Phila. and Tel Aviv
Adelene Zlotowski, London
Suzanne M. Zlotowski, Geneva
Roy and Barbara Zuckerberg

TAMAR NEW MEMBERS
Marjorie Blankstein, Winnipeg, Canada
George & Golda Fine Family Foundation, Toronto, Canada
Zelda Porte, Washington, DC
Jane Schapiro, Baltimore, MD

ARAVA NEW MEMBERS
Charles A. Dinarello, Denver, CO 
Albert Engleman, Prescott, AZ
Moses Feldman Family Foundation, Conshohocken, PA
Dodi and Murray Fromson and Family, Los Angeles, CA
Ira M. Gruber, Reno, NV
Families Fund of "Hayot Hanegev" Warriors
	 (Palmach-Negev Brigade)
Barbara Heller & Michael Karton, Vancouver, Canada
Judge Leon S. Kaplan, Los Angeles, CA
Charles K. and Esther Krieger Foundation, CA
Yuval Levy, Israel
Sandel Family Foundation, Malibu, CA
Rochelle, Steven and Henryk Schwarz, USA
Jack Shaio Ph.D. Sami Shaio, sons of Soli Shaio, z”l
Renee Tarantino, Richmond Hill, Canada
Larry & Tova Vickar, Winnipeg, Canada
Charlotte Cohen Weinberg & Carroll Weinberg, MD, PA
John Woolf, Massapequa, NY

ESHKOL NEW MEMBERS
Terry and Joe Agris, Houston, Texas
Anat & Avram Bar-Cohen, Omer, Israel & Bethesda, MD

The Bendit Family, Baltimore, MD
Dava Berkman, Washington, DC
Estate of Mark Bernstein, Winnipeg, Canada
Regina Boxer, Vancouver, Canada
Dyck Family Foundation, Winnipeg, Canada
Beverly and Jack Fox, Boca Raton, FL
Gayle and Harold Friedman, Encino, CA
Morris & Rosalind Goodman Family Foundation, 

Montreal, Canada
Granowitz Family Foundation/Morristown, New Jersey
Sophie Heymann, Closter, New Jersey
Mireille and Harvey Katz, Houston, Texas 
Philip & Ellie Kives Family Foundation, Winnipeg, Canada
Lepie Family, Boston, MA
Gayle Berelson Leventhal, Los Angeles, CA
Nathan Lustman, Los Angeles, CA
Florence and Efraim Margolin, New York, New York
Larry & Margaret Nachshen, Montreal, Canada
Marjorie and Daniel Offer, Mercer Island, WA
Rosa Puech and Peter Schechter, Washington, DC
Lillian Raphael, Los Angeles, CA 
Joseph and Beverly Shore Foundation, CA
Parents of Stavy family zal and daughter Nurit, I/M/O 

pilot Stavy
Vera Tolor, Boynton Beach, FL
Lorne Trottier, Montreal, Canada
The Edward and Eva Underwood Charitable Foundation
Dr. Saul Unter and family, New York, NY
Mortimer B. Zuckerman STEM Leadership Program

Morton Mandel with President Prof. Rivka Carmi at the Cornerstone 
Laying Ceremony for the Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Institute for 
Social Leadership Building, 2014. Photo: Shay Shmueli

George Shrut and Milada Ayrton, 1987

BEN-GURION 
SOCIETY
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/BGSociety.aspx

NEGEV
SOCIETY
For the full list of Negev Society members
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/NSociety.aspx

The Blaustein family on a visit to Sde Boker. L-R: Herman Feil, David Hirschhorn, Barbara Hirschhorn, Rosa Feil, Sara (Hirschhorn) Shapiro, Clara Ma'ayan
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NEW FOUNDERS
Sylvan Adams, Tel Aviv
Terry and Joe Agris, Houston, Texas
Terri, Bruce, Sarah and Rachel Alpert, Madison, CT
Estate of Mark Bernstein, Winnipeg, Canada
Drs. Joan and Jay Bloch, Cherry Hill, NJ
Gottesman DeBode Family, New York, NY
Dyck Family Foundation, Winnipeg, Canada
Albert Engleman, Prescott, AZ
Marilyn P. Friedman Women’s Academic Achievement Fund
Beverley Gilmour, Vancouver, Canada
Sipporah (Sophie) Judah Foundation, Judah Family, U.K.
Jeanne & Richard Kaskey, Palm Beach, FL
Francine H. and Marshall B. Katz, San Marino, CA
Philip & Ellie Kives Family Foundation, Winnipeg, Canada
BBK Fund of Jewish Community Foundation Los Angeles 
Nathan Lustman, Los Angeles, CA

Diane Lynn Family Foundation, Boca Raton, FL
Florence and Efraim Margolin, New York, New York
Vivian & Marcos Metta and children, Mexico
Estate of Rosie & Frank Nelson, Vancouver, Canada 
Stanley and Miriam Newman, Walnut Creek, CA
Zelda Porte, Washington, DC
Lillian Raphael, Los Angeles, CA 
Michael Reynard M.D. & Laurie Beth Reynard M.D., CA
Marcia and Donald Rivin, Croton on Hudson, NY
Robert Rosen, Edmonton, Canada
Rochelle, Steven and Henryk Schwarz, USA
David Shamash, England
Harry Sugarman, Boca Raton, FL
Renee Tarantino, Richmond Hill, Canada
Charles S. Temel and Judy Wesalo Temel, New York, NY
Vera Tolor, Boynton Beach, FL
Mortimer B. Zuckerman STEM Leadership Program

NEW MEMBERS
Terry and Joe Agris, Houston, Texas
The Halley S. Faust Family Trust
Julian R. Friedman and Lydia R. Sawyer
Inge Weinberg & Egon Guttman, Silver Spring, MD
Francine H. & Marshall B. Katz, San Marino, CA
Millicent and Michael Levy, Surprise, AZ
Carolyn and Frankin Silbey, Palm Beach Gardens
Malka Von Weber, Bonita Springs, FL
Keren and David Waranch, Kensington, MD
Claire and David Winick, Cheltenham, PA

CHAIRS
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/Academic-Chairs.aspx

PROFESSORIAL CHAIRS
Chinita and Conrad Abrahams-Curiel Chair in Applied 

Signal Processing –
		  Prof. Stanley R. Rotman
S.Y. Agnon Chair in Contemporary Hebrew Literature 

Established by the German Associates –
		  Prof. Yigal Schwartz
Rita Altura Trust Chair in Computer Sciences –
		  Prof. Shlomi Dolev
Joan and Robert Arnow Chair in Astrophysics –
	 Pending incumbent 
Yaakov and Poriah Avnon Chair in Holocaust Studies –
	 Prof. Renée Poznanski
Milada Ayrton Chair in Pediatrics –
	 Prof. Eli Hershkovitz 
Samuel Ayrton Chair in Metallurgy –
	 Prof. Yaniv Gelbstein 
Sir Leon Bagrit Chair in Computer-Based Global Industry 

and Scientific Development –
		  Prof. Michael Mond
Graham Beck Chair in Quantum Science and Technology –
	 Prof. Yigal Meir  
David Berg and Family Chair in European History –
	 Prof. Chaim (Harvey) Hames

Stephen and Edith Berger Chair in Physical Metallurgy –
	 Prof. Eli Aghion
Aron Bernstein Chair in Jewish History –
	 Prof. Boaz Huss
Martin and Rena Blackman Chair in Brain Research –
	 Prof. Michal Hershfinkel
Blechner Chair in Jewish Tradition and Values –
	 Prof. Uri Ehrlich
Boyko Chair in Saline Water Irrigation –
	 Pending incumbent
Miles and Lillian Cahn Chair in Food Security and Plant 

Science – 
		  Prof. Daniel Chamovitz
Canada Chair in Near-Eastern Archeology –
	 Prof. Steven A. Rosen
Isaac and Elizabeth Carlin Chair in Public Health and 

Epidemiology –
		  Pending incumbent
Rivka Carmi Chair for Advancement of Women’s Leadership 

in Academia in the Field of Neuropsychology -
		  Prof. Galia Avidan 
Chilewich Family Chair in Studies in Social Integration (in 

memory of Yonatan Netanyahu - Entebbe) –
		  Prof. Julie M. Cwikel
Dr. Lillian Chutick and Dr. Rebecca Chutick Chair in 

Pediatric Medicine –
		  Prof. David Greenberg
Israel Cohen Chair in Mechanical Engineering – 
	 Prof. Gal deBotton
Lady Cohen Chair in Chemical Engineering Processes –
	 Prof. Oren Regev
Sir John and Lady Cohen Chair in Business and Industrial 

Management –
		  Prof. Dvir Shabtay
Abraham Cutler Chair in Education –
	 Prof. Ismael Abu-Saad
Lady Davis Chair in Mechanical Engineering –
	 Prof. Avi Levy
Deichmann-Lerner Chair in Gynecology –
	 Prof. Eyal Sheiner
Dr. Heinz-Horst Deichmann Chair for Distinguished 

Visiting Professors in Business Ethics

(L-R): Lord Weidenfeld of Chelsea, Edgar de Picciotto and Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, at the dedication of the National Institute 
for Biotechnology, May 2001

FOUNDERS
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/Founders.aspx

LIVING LEGACY
SOCIETY
For the full list of Living Legacy Society members
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/Legacy.aspx
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Dr. Heinz-Horst Deichmann and Ruth Deichmann Chair in 
Surgery –

		  Pending incumbent
Dr. James and Ahuva Desnick Chair in Ophthalmology –
	 Pending incumbent
Helen and Sanford Diller Family Chair in Chemical Physics –
	 Prof. Ehud Pines
Jack Dreyfus Chair in Psychiatry (Unit for Phenytoin 

Research) –
		  Prof. Hagit Cohen
Albert Einstein Chair in Theoretical Physics –
	 Prof. Ram Brustein
Yosef Erteschik Chair in Information Systems Engineering –
	 Prof. Yuval Shahar
Maks and Rochelle Etingin Chair in Desert Research –
	 Pending incumbent
Irene Evens Chair in Inorganic Chemistry –
	 Prof. Ira A. Weinstock

Andre Feher Chair for the Prevention of Cardiovascular 
Diseases –

		  Prof. Yaakov Henkin
Reuben and Frances Feinberg Chair in Electro-Optics –
	 Prof. Dan Sadot
Lawrence W. and Marie Feldman Chair in Physiology –
	 Prof. Amos Katz
Aaron Fish Chair in Mechanical Engineering – Fracture 

Mechanics –
		  Prof. Haim Kalman
Ruth Flinkman-Marandy and Ben Marandy Chair in 

Quantum Physics and Nanotechnology –
		  Prof. Ron Folman
Fraida Foundation Chair in Diabetes Research –
	 Prof. Assaf Rudich
Frankel Family Chair in Energy and Chemical Engineering –
	 Prof. Yoav Tsori

Estelle S. Frankfurter Chair in Sephardic Studies –
	 Prof. Haviva Pedaya
Gerda Frieberg Chair in Agricultural Water Management –
	 Prof. Moshe Sagi
Melvin Fusfeld Chair in Pathology –
	 Pending incumbent
Dr. Morrie M. Gelfand Chair in Obstetrics and Gynecology –
	 Prof. Eitan Lunenfeld
Hy Greenhill Chair in Theoretical and Applied Mechanics –
	 Prof. Reuven Segev
Werner J. and Charlotte A. Gunzburger Chair for the Study 

of Infectious Diseases –
		  Prof. Ron Dagan
Michel Halpérin Chair in Global Law and Policy –
	 Prof. Dani Filc
Samuel and Miriam L. Hamburger Chair in the Integration 

of Immigrant Communities –
		  Prof. Julia Mirsky
Jules Harris Chair in Oncology –
	 Prof. Samuel Ariad
Eugene Hecht Chair in Clinical Pharmacology –
	 Prof. Sofia Schreiber-Avissar
Sidonie Hecht Chair in Geriatrics –
	 Pending incumbent
Benzion Sundel Hersch Chair in Community Health and 

Primary Care –
		  Prof. Aya Biderman
Hoffer/Vickar Chair in Psychiatry –
	 Prof. Gabriel Schreiber
Nat Holman Chair in Sport Research –
	 Prof. Michael Bar-Eli
Miriam Martha Hubert Chair in Jewish Thought –
	 Pending incumbent
Lynn and Lloyd Hurst Family Chair in Urban Studies –
	 Prof. Oren Yiftachel
Dr. Lyonel Israels Chair in Haematology –
	 Pending incumbent
Paul Ivanier Chair in Management Economics –
	 Prof. Aner Sela
Albert Katz Chair in Cell-Differentiation and Malignant 

Diseases –
		  Prof. Angel Porgador
Earl Katz Family Chair in Pure Mathematics –
	 Prof. Ido Efrat

Carole and Barry Kaye Chair in Applied Science –
	 Prof. Raz Jelinek
Dr. Herman Kessel Chair in Epidemiology –
	 Prof. Iris Shai
Phyllis and Kurt Kilstock Chair in Environmental Physics 

of Arid Zones –
		  Prof. Ehud Meron
Dr. Harold Korn Chair for Internal Medicine –
	 Prof. Dan Buskila
Kreitman Foundation Chair in Pediatric Genetics –
	 Prof. Ohad Birk
Hyman Kreitman Chair in Bio-Energetics –
	 Pending incumbent
Solomon and Abraham Krok Chair in Entrepreneurial 

Management –
		  Prof. Gad Rabinowitz
Gussie Krupp Chair in Internal Medicine –
	 Prof. Victor Novack
Joseph H. Krupp Chair in Cancer Immunobiology –
	 Pending incumbent
Kunin-Lunenfeld Chair in Medical Sciences –
	 Prof. Doron Zahger

Bertram Lubner and Arnold Bengis, at the 41st BOG Meeting, 2011

CHAIRS
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/Academic-Chairs.aspx

Ellen, Howard, and Lottie Marcus with President Prof. Avishay Braverman, 2005
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Dr. Sam and Edna Lemkin Chair in Rock Mechanics –
	 Prof. Yossef Hodara Hatzor
Harry Levy Chair in Geography– 
	 Prof. Tal Svoray
Sidney Liswood Chair in Health Management –
	 Prof. Avishai Goldberg
David Lopatie Chair in Psychology –
	 Prof. Nachshon Meiran
Anna and Sam Lopin Chair in History –
	 Prof. Yulia Ustinova
Lubner Family Chair in Child Health and Development –
	 Pending incumbent
Luck-Hille Chair in Electrical Engineering –
	 Prof. Haim Permuter
Mayman Chair in Family Medicine –
	 Prof. Pesach Shvartzman
Milken Family Foundation Chair in Mathematics –
	 Prof. Daniel Berend
Philip S. Morse Family Chair in Clinical Studies in 

Rheumatology in memory of the Mushacki and 
		  Nochimowski Families –
			   Prof. Mahmoud Abu-Shakra
Dr. Morton and Toby Mower Chair in Shock-Wave Studies –
	 Prof. Oren Sadot
Israel and Bernard Nichunsky Chair in Desert Agriculture –
	 Prof. Dudy Bar-Zvi
Lily and Sidney Oelbaum Chair in Applied Biochemistry –
	 Prof. Amir Sagi
Claire and Harold Oshry Chair in Biotechnology –
	 Prof. Smadar Cohen
Edgar de Picciotto Chair in Applied and Innovative 

Development in Biotechnology –
		  Pending incumbent
Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut Chair in Manufacturing 

Engineering –
		  Prof. Yael Edan
Alain Poher Chair in Hydrogeology and Arid Zones –
	 Prof. Noam Weisbrod
Dr. Helena Rachmanska-Putzman (née Rancman) Chair in 

Neurology –
		  Prof. Alon Friedman
Edward and Bertha Rose Chair in Desert Meteorology –
	 Prof. Yosef Ashkenazy

Davide and Irene Sala Chair in Homeland Security 
Research –

		  Prof. Yuval Elovici
Eric Samson Chair in Advanced Materials and Processing –
	 Prof. Yuval Golan
Scharf-Ullman Chair in Computer Science - 
	 Prof. Ronen Brafman
Ernest Scheller, Jr. Chair in Innovative Management –
	 Prof. Oded Lowengart
Benjamin Schwartz Chair in Agricultural Biology –
	 Prof. Gideon Grafi
David and Dorothy Schwartzman Chair in Community 

Development –
		  Prof. Vered Slonim-Nevo
Samuel Sebba Chair in Geological Sciences –
	 Prof. Jiwchar Ganor
Shane Family Chair in Education –
	 Pending incumbent
George Shrut Chair in Human Performance Management –
	 Prof. Tal Oron-Gilad
Simon Family Chair in Remote Sensing - 
	 Prof. Dan Blumberg
Harry & Anna Singer Chair in History and Culture of East 

European Jewry –
		  Prof. Jonatan Meir

Irving Isaac Sklar Chair in Endocrinology and Cancer –
	 Pending incumbent
Bennie Slome Chair for Wildlife Management and 

Conservation –
		  Prof. Boris Krasnov
Milton (Mickey) and Frimette Snow Chair in 

Nanotechnology –
		  Prof. Amichai Vardi
Clara and Alejandro Stransky Chair in Nephrology –
	 Pending incumbent
Benjamin Swig Chair in Optoelectronics –
	 Prof. Joseph Rosen
Anne Tanenbaum Chair in Engineering Thermodynamics –
	 Pending incumbent
Myles Thaler Chair in Plant Genetics –
	 Prof. Michal Shapira 
Marsha and Kenneth Tucker Chair in Economic 

Development –
		  Prof. David Wettstein
John A. Ungar Chair in Biotechnology –
		  Prof. Ariel Kushmaro
Stanley D. and Nikki Waxberg Chair in Advanced Materials –
	 Prof. Rachel Yerushalmi-Rozen
Carole Weinstein Chair in Information Systems 

Engineering – 
		  Prof. Bracha Shapira 
Sumner T. White Chair in Finance –
	 Prof. Mark Gradstein
Solly Yellin Chair in Lithuanian and East European Jewry –
	 Prof. Edward Fram
Abraham and Bessie Zacks Chair in Biomedical 

Engineering –
		  Pending incumbent
Abraham and Bessie Zacks Chair in Neurobiology –
	 Prof. Fred Libersat
Zlotowski Chair in Neuropsychology –
	 Prof. Golan Shahar
Zlotowski Chair for Algebra –
	 Prof. Yoav Segev

RESEARCH CHAIRS
Norman Bank Research Chair in Desert Architecture –
	 Pending incumbent
Evelyn Metz Memorial Research Chair in Art –
	 Prof. Nirit Ben-Aryeh Debby

CAREER DEVELOPMENT CHAIRS
Joan Baker Career Development Chair in Basic Medical 

Research –
		  Dr. Neta Sal-Man
Norbert Blechner and Friends Career Development Chair 

in East European Jewish Culture –
		  Dr. Zohar Weiman-Kelman
Gerson Epstein Career Development Chair in Hospice and 

Palliative Care –
		  Dr. Yan Press
Michael Feige Career Development Chair in Israeli Society –
		  Dr. Ben Herzog 
Ilse Katz Career Development Chair in Health Sciences 

Research –
		  Pending incumbent
D.E. Koshland Jr. Family Career Development Chair in 

Advanced Technologies in Electrical & Computer 
		  Engineering –
			   Dr. Yaniv Brick 

Dr. Zoltan Toman (R) with Director General Yisrael Ben-Amitai, c. 1970s

Aron Chilewich with President Yosef Tekoah, mid-1970s 

CHAIRS
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/Academic-Chairs.aspx



BGU PRESIDENT'S REPORT  202054 55CELEBRATING OUR FIRST  50

D.E. Koshland Jr. Family Career Development Chair in 
Desert Studies –

		  Dr. Michal Segoli
Lapin-Garner Career Development Chair in Clinical 

Surgery –
		  Dr. Yael Refaely
Dr. Sam and Edna Lemkin Career Development Chair in 

Middle East Studies –
		  Dr. Orit Ouaknine-Yekutieli
Dr. Gabi and Eng. Max Lichtenberg Career Development 

Chair in Surgery –
		  Dr. Zvi Perry
Elias and Frances Margolin Career Development Chair in 

Environmental Desert Studies and Research –
		  Pending incumbent
Franklin Nassery Career Development Chair in Cardiology –
		  Dr. Edward Koifman
Belle and Murray Nathan Career Development Chair in 

Neurobiology –
		  Pending incumbent
Dr. Raquel H. Newman Career Development Chair in 

Environmental Hydrology and Microbiology - 
		  Dr. Anat Bernstein
Alice and Seymour Powers Career Development Chair in 

Basic and Clinical Oncology –
		  Pending incumbent

Rosen Family Career Development Chair in Judaic Studies –
		  Dr. Menashe Anzi
William and Jean S. Schwartz Career Development Chair 

in Community Health Professions –
		  Dr. Ygal Plakht
Ralph Selig Career Development Chair in Information 

Theory –
		  Dr. Natan Rubin
Murray and Judith Shusterman Career Development Chair 

in Microbiology –
		  Dr. Shimon Bershtein
Herman Silver Career Development Chair in Neonatology –
	 Dr. Eilon Shany
Sonnenfeldt-Goldman Career Development Chair in 

Desert Research –
		  Dr. Vered Tzin
Helen Ungar Career Development Chair in Desert 

Hydrogeology –
		  Dr. Scott Hansen 
Zehava and Chezy Vered Career Development Chair in 

Alzheimer’s and Neurodegenerative Diseases –
		  Dr. Deborah Toiber Harry Walsh, Q.C. Career Development Chair in Jewish 

Law and Morality –
		  Dr. Judith Weiss
Mendel Wasserman Career Development Chair in Desert 

Studies –
		  Dr. Oded Berger-Tal
Elaine S. and Alvin W. Wene Career Development Chair in 

Biotechnology Engineering –
		  Dr. Miriam Amiram
Joseph and May Winston Career Development Chair in 

Chemical Engineering –
		  Dr. Ronen Berkovich
Roy J. Zuckerberg Career Development Chair in Water 

Research –
		  Dr. Edo Bar-Zeev

PRESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT CHAIRS
Toby Mower Presidential Development Chair in Addiction 

Prevention and Treatment –
		  Dr. Orli Grinstein-Cohen
Toby Mower Presidential Development Chair in Addiction 

Prevention and Treatment –
		  Ms. Miriyam Farkash

NAMED PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Campuses
Marcus Family Campus 
David Bergmann Campus
David Tuviyahu Campus
 
Dormitory complexes
American Associates Village at Sde Boker
Eric F. and Lore Ross Student Village
Zlotowski Dormitory Complex
 
Buildings
Sylvan Adams Sports Centre
Alon Building for Hi-Tech
Joan W. and Robert H. Arnow Building – AA Village
Jacqueline Ann Ayrton Sports Hall
Samuel and Milada Ayrton University Center
Frances C. Herbolsheimer Building – AA Village
Maks and Rochelle Etingin Building – AA Village
Stephen and David Breslauer Archaeological Laboratory 

Building
Boyko Research Building
Caroline House – Health Sciences Student Center
Gershon Cherni Classroom and Cultural Complex
Sir John and Lady Cohen Building
Cukier, Goldstein-Goren Building
Deichmann Building for Community Action
Deichmann Building for Mathematics
Ruth and Heinz-Horst Deichmann Building for Health 

Professions
Ruth and Heinz-Horst Deichmann Classroom and 

Computer Lab Building
Ruth and Heinz-Horst Deichmann Sciences Building
Helen Diller Family Center
Pedro Dondisch Building for the Ben-Gurion Heritage 

Institute and Research Center
Raquel Dondisch Education Building
Drahi Innovation & Entrepreneurship Building
Edy’s House – Ma’agan Beer-Sheva Community Center 

Cancer Care Project
Ariel Elia Medical Building
George Evens Family Auditorium 
Beit Fanny – WIZO Day Care Center BGU
Bâtiment de Recherche Clinique, Fondation “Flamme”

Harry T. Dozor, founding President of AABGU, with Israel's President 
Ezer Weizmann and BGU President Prof. Braverman, 1995

Avram Goldstein-Goren with grandson Andrea Goren, c. 1970s

PARTNERS IN 
DEVELOPMENTCHAIRS

https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/Academic-Chairs.aspx

Helene Soref visited BGU for the cornerstone laying ceremony of the 
Samuel Soref School of Mechanical Engineering, 1994
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Ruth Flinkman-Marandy and Ben Marandy 
Multidisciplinary Research Laboratory Building

Diane and Guilford Glazer Institute for Homeland
	 Security Building
Diane and Guilford Glazer Building
David and Rosa Goldberger Building
Larry Goodman Family Administration Building for 

Engineering Sciences
Ida (Babe) Goodstein Building
Sam Gorovoy Building
Grosman Building for Geology
Pesla Toman Gutman Building
Guzik Family Auditorium Building
Guzik Family Building for Biotechnology Engineering
Nahum and Anna Guzik Building
Esther and Michel Halpérin Student Center at Sede Boqer
Henwood-Oshry Life Sciences Teaching Laboratories 

Building
Jusidman Science Center for Youth
Kreitman Building
Kreitman-Zlotowski Classroom Building
Philip and Bernice Krupp Building
Herbert H. Lehman Building
Marjorie and Gustave Levey Dormitory Building

Lorry I. Lokey Chemistry Building
Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Institute for Social 

Leadership Building
Foyer des Etudiants Fondation Simon et Jeanne (Hanna) Mani
Minkoff Family Senate Court
W.A. Minkoff Senate Hall
Cyndi and Max Mintzberg Ben-Gurion Archives Building
Cyndi and Max Mintzberg Ben-Gurion Research Institute 

for the Study of Israel & Zionism Building
Abraham Ben David Ohayon Behavioral Sciences Complex
Edgar de Picciotto Family National Institute for 

Biotechnology in the Negev (NIBN) Building
David Posnack Biology Building
Harold H. Poster Building
Sacta-Rashi Building for Physics
Spitzer-Salant Building for the Department of Social Work
Harry and Abe Sherman Building
George Shrut Dormitories
Forest Goldman-Sonnenfeldt Building for Solar Energy 

and Environmental Physics
Samuel Soref School of Mechanical Engineering Building
Soref-Breslauer Texas Foundation Building – AA Village 
Toman Family Department of Life Sciences Building
Oscar and Ray Warschaw Building
Weiler-Arnow Medical Education Building
Carole and Marcus Weinstein Software and Information 

Systems Engineering and Cyber Security Building
Henry and Anita Weiss Family Building for
	 Advanced Research
Edith & Robert Zinn and Nan Zinn Haar Building – AA Village
Zlotowski Building
Zlotowski Classroom Complex
Zlotowski Student Administration Building
Zlotowski Student Center
 
Facilities
Stanley and Jeanne Abensur Molecular and Cell Biology 

Teaching Laboratory
Abrahams-Curiel Auditorium
Adelis Garden
Robert H. Arnow Student Center for Bedouin Women
Samuel Ayrton Sports Pavilion
Avraham Baron Art Gallery
Bona Terra Foundation Walkway

Benhamou Incubation Center
Benhamou Technology Hall 
Berelson Field
Marcel Bleustein-Blanchet Lecture Halls Wing
Simon Bond Physiology Wing
Jim Breslauer Pavilion 
Jim and Liz Breslauer Bridge
Frances Brody Laboratory
Rivka Carmi Graduate Student Housing
	 Complex Courtyard
Niusia and Aron Chilewich Square
Charlotte and Evelyn Cohen Floor
Jerry J. Cohen Radiobiology Laboratory
Sir John and Lady Cohen Swimming Pools
Corob Center for Medical Sciences
Maxwell and Queenie Cummings Plaza
Deichmann Plaza
Deutsche Telekom Laboratories at BGU 
Michael Diller Teaching Pool
Raquel Dondisch Amphitheater for the Ben-Gurion 

Heritage Institute and Research Center
Harry T. and Shirley Dozor Medical Research Pavilion
Gerson Epstein Physiology Wing
M. Ernst Wing
Field Family Foundation Medical Simulation Center
Regina and Charles Fisher Gallery

Shirley and William R. Fleischer Foundation New Fruit 
Research Laboratory

Stan Flinkman Foyer 
Stan and Ruth Elaine Flinkman Microscopy Wing
French House Dormitories
Nathan Galston Floor
Dr. Carl Gans Herpetology Library
Sidi and Peter Gluck Water Flow and Transport 

Laboratory
Barbara Goldenberg Apartments – AA Village
Fanny and Louis Goldman Dining Room
Joyce Goldman Auditorium
Melvin Goldstein Laboratory for Environmental Hydrology
Leslie and Susan Gonda (Goldschmied) Wing for Diabetes 

Research and Education
Greenpark International Greenhouse
Guzik Family Antiquities Pathway
Dr. Harold Hamer Multiple Myeloma Research Lab
Helmsley Charitable Trust Robotics Room
Sharon Houminer Garden
Rachel and Max Javit Satellite Ground-Receiving Station
Morris Kahn Laboratory of Human Genetics
Carole and Barry Kaye Mall
Israel Chatar and Lola Blum Kohen Dormitory Wing
Prof. Daniel E. Koshland Jr. Promenade
Kreitman Fellows Common Room
Kreitman Plaza
Landau Family Microalgal Biotechnology Laboratory
Alex and Ann Lauterbach Comparative and Evolutionary 

Immunology Laboratory
Racecar Development Laboratory in Memory of Mauricio 

(Gabriel) Levi
Velva G. and H. Fred Levine Regenerative Medicine and 

Stem Cell Research Laboratory
Robert A. & Shirley P. Levitt Field Laboratory for Solar 

Energy Storage
Ethel Lena Levy Laboratory for Agriculture Research
Lewar Cardiology Research Laboratory
Dr. Gabriele and Eng. Max Lichtenberg Floor
Bernard Lee Lieberman & Dr. Barbara Schwartz Corner
Regina and Simon Liebermann Dorm Entrance 
David Lopatie General Reference Section of the Central 

Library
Mexico Bridge

Robert Arnow with Minister Shimon Peres

Ilse Katz

PARTNERS IN 
DEVELOPMENT
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Meyerhoff Courtyards – AA Village
Mitrani Residences for Scientists
Michel and Balbina Naftali Research Laboratory Wing
Belle and Murray Nathan Library Reading Room and 

Archeological Gallery
Walter and Vera Obermeyer Apartments – AA Village
Ronald and Annette Oelbaum Laboratory in Life Sciences
Yosef Ben David Ohayon Psychology and Behavioral 

Sciences Auditorium
Markus and Sara Pajewski Laboratory for Plant
	 Tissue Culture
Ferdinand Porjes Student Dormitory
David Posnack Biology Wing
Ilan Ramon Youth Physics Center
Edith and Louis Reitman Sports Park
Claire and Emanuel G. Rosenblatt Dormitory Wing
Eric F. and Lore Ross Atrium for Community Action
	 and Enrichment
Eric F. and Lore Ross Lecture Hall
Rothschild Cube
Vlasta Lampel Roubickova Visitors Lounge
Rubenstein Family Laboratory 
Harry and Carol Saal Auditorium
Barnett N. and Augusta Salen Family Wing
Brian and Avrona Schachter Family Student Dormitory
Jane Schapiro Library
Roberta and Ernest Scheller, Jr. Family Foundation 

Entrance Plaza

Roberta and Ernest Scheller, Jr. Family Surface Analysis Lab
Tonia and Alvin Schmerbach Dorm Entrance
Hirsch and Rosa Schneider Auditorium 
Sidney and Howard Schulman Soil and Water Laboratory
David and Fela Shapell Family Desalination Research 

Laboratory
Harry and Abe Sherman Foundation Guest House
George Shrut Conference Room
Murray H. Shusterman Gate of Knowledge
Judith and Murray H. Shusterman Wing of the Medical 

Library
Herman Silver and Dr. Lee Winston Silver Laboratory
Francine and Abdallah Simon Foyer
Sklar Family Optics Complex 
Elaine and Sarah Sklar Molecular and Cell Biology 

Teaching Laboratory
Sarah Sklar Molecular Opto-Electronics Laboratory
Joya Claire Sonnenfeldt Auditorium
Staschower Plaza
Harry Stern Family Psychobiology Clinical Research Pavilion
Ruth Sytner Auditorium
Sara Tadmor Auditorium 
Thaler Undergraduate Laboratory in Life Sciences 
Herbert and Vivian Thaler Laboratory for Stress 

Physiology of Plants
Hyman and Fanya Tower Dorm Entrance
Gerda and John Tworoger Auditorium
Gerda and John Tworoger Garden
Vickar Auditorium
Miriam and Ed Vickar Information Center
Weiss Family Laboratory for Nanoscale Systems
Henry and Anita Weiss Family Floor
Alice & Rolf Wiklund-Schneider Auditorium
Yaffa and Ezra Yerucham Cancer Research Laboratory
Zlotowski Neurosciences Wing
Zlotowski Student Activities Area
 
NAMED ACADEMIC UNITS/PROGRAMS
Faculties
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management 
Pinchas Sapir Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 
 

Schools
Joyce and Irving Goldman Medical School
Albert Katz International School for Desert Studies
Kreitman School of Advanced Graduate Studies
Leon and Mathilde Recanati School for Community
	 Health Professions

Institutes
Jacob Blaustein Institutes for Desert Research
Feher Institute for Public Policy and Management
French Associates Institute for Agriculture and 

Biotechnology of Drylands 
Hubert H. Humphrey Institute for Social Ecology
Ilse Katz Institute for Nanoscale Science and Technology
Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Institute for Social 

Leadership
Dr. Louis Nathanson Radiological Institute
National Institute for Biotechnology in the Negev (NIBN)
Swiss Institute for Dryland Environmental and Energy 

Research
Zuckerberg Institute for Water Research
 
Departments
Conrad and Chinita Abrahams-Curiel Department of 

Foreign Literatures and Linguistics 
Goldstein-Goren Department of Jewish Thought
Avram and Stella Goldstein-Goren Department of 

Biotechnology Engineering
Albert Katz Department of Dryland Biotechnologies
May Elting Korn Department of Health in the Community
Marco and Louise Mitrani Department for Desert Ecology
Harry and Abe Sherman Oncology Department
Charlotte B. and Jack J. Spitzer Department of Social Work
Wyler Department of Dryland Agriculture
Alexandre Yersin Department of Solar Energy and 

Environmental Physics
 
Centers 
S. Daniel Abraham International Center for Health
	 and Nutrition
The Azrieli Center for Israel Studies
Bengis Center for Desert Aquaculture
Bengis Center for Entrepreneurship and Innovation

Doris and Bertie Black Center for Bioenergetics in
	 Life Sciences
Jacob Blaustein Center for Scientific Cooperation
Blechner Center for Catalysis and Process Development
M.R. Bloch Center for Research in Coal Technology
Hubert Burda Center for Innovative Communications
Cashvan Equine Center
Corob Center for Medical Sciences
J.R. Elyachar Center for Studies in Sephardi Heritage
Lynne and William Frankel Center for Computer Sciences
Moshe David Gaon Research Center for Ladino Culture
Tamar Golan Africa Centre
Goldstein-Goren Center for Jewish Thought
Morris Goldstein – Benefactor of the Department
	 of Economics
Benzion Sundel Hersh Center of Community Health and 

Primary Care
Chaim Herzog Center for Middle East Studies and Diplomacy
Hurst Family Center for Community Leadership Development
Isan Center for Comparative Medicine
Paul Ivanier Center for Research in Robotics and 

Production Management

Group photo at the 12th Board of Governors Meeting, 1982

Eric and Lore Ross at the 38th BOG Meeting, 2008

PARTNERS IN 
DEVELOPMENT
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Lord Jakobovits Center for Jewish Medical Ethics
Aaron Klug Integrated Centre for Biomolecular Structure
Jacques Loeb Centre for the History and Philosophy of the 

Life Sciences 
Martin-Springer Center for Conflict Studies and Negotiation
Phillippe Monaster Center for Economic Research
Newman Desertification Communication Center
Pearlstone Center for Aeronautical Engineering Studies
Moshe Prywes Center for Medical Education
Sidney R. and Esther Rabb Center for Holocaust and 

Redemption Studies
Gershon Rivlin Computerized Information Center
Erna and Georg R. Rothstein Child Development Center
Edmond J. Safra Center for the Design and Engineering of 

Functional Biopolymers
Els Wyler Center for the Peaceful Utilization of
	 Natural Resources
Zandman Center for Microelectronic Thick Film Technology
Zlotowski Center for Neuroscience 
 
Programs
Sylvia A. Brodsky Psychological Walk-In Service 
Ginsburg-Ingerman Overseas Student Program
Lillian and Larry Goodman Open Apartments Program
Keren Moshe Leadership Training Program
Sol A. Leshin BGU-UCLA Joint Research Program
Mandel Social Leadership MBA Program
Toby Mower Curriculum for the Prevention and Treatment 

of Addiction 
Pratt Foundation Fellowships
Woodman-Scheller Israel Studies International Program

Robert Arnow Fund
Robert Arnow Fund (AABGU)
Robert H. Arnow Fund for Bedouin Students
Jordan Baruch Stem Cell Research Fund
Ben-Gurion Centennial Fund
Aron Bernstein Fund for Agriculture Students and
	 Desert Research
Blaustein International Center for Desert Studies Fund
Fund for the Graduate Center for Desert Studies at the 

Blaustein Institutes
Jacob Blaustein Desert Research Institute Fund
Blechner Center for Catalysis Fund
Hannah Litvin Cohen Undergraduate Scholarship Fund
Crown Foundation Scholarship Fund for Graduate 

Students in Science, Math & Technology
Eileen & Louis Dubrovsky Doctoral/Post-Doctoral Cancer 

Fellowship Fund
Feil Family Foundation MD/PHD Fellowship Fund
Marc & Amy Feldstein Graduate Student Scholarship Fund
Fohs Foundation Undergraduate & Graduate
	 Scholarship Fund
Estelle Frankfurter Fund
French Associates Institute for Agriculture & 

Biotechnology of Drylands
Ginsburg-Ingerman Fund
Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and Management Fund
Irving Goldman Scholarship Fund for Doctoral Students
Jocye & Irving Goldman Family Fndt. Medical School Fund
Joyce & Irving Goldman Medical School Faculty Research Fund
Avram & Stella Goldstein-Goren Biotechnology 

Engineering Dept. Fund
Goldstein-Goren Jewish Thought Dept. Fund
Goodman Family Fund for Graduate & Post Graduate 

Research at Albert Katz Intl. School
Alice and Harold Greenberger Memorial Scholarship Fund
Bella and Joseph Guzick-Dresner Memorial Scholarship Fund
Halaj Foundation Scholarship Fund
Michel Halperin Memorial Research Prize End. Fund
Rosalind Henwood Scholarship Fund
Herzog Center Fund
David Hirschhorn Graduate Studies Fellowship Fund
Paul Ivanier Center for Autonomous Robotics Fund
Richard A. & Edythe Kane Scholarship Fund
Albert Katz Graduate Desert Study Fund

May Elting Korn Scholarship Fund
Prof. Daniel Koshland Fund for Research
Kreitman Family Foundation Fund
Kreitman Foundation Fellowship Fund
Philip Krupp Scholarship Fund
Howard & Lottie Marcus BGU Development Fund
Middle East Eye Research Institute (MEERI) Fund
Louise Mitrani Center for Desert Ecology Fund
Marco & Louise Mitrani Scholarship Fund
Mitrani / Tekoah Fund
Toby and Mort Mower Fund in Nursing
David & Inez Myers Fndt. Life Sciences Recruitment & 

Retention Fund
Stanley Newman Fund for Graduate Fellowship in
	 Desert Studies
Bernard Osher Jewish Philanthropies Scholarship Fund
Markus & Sara Pajewski Scholarship Fund
Mansour & Nahid Parsi Fund
Pearlstone Center for Aeronautical Engineering Studies Fund
Marion Wolcott Plotnick Scholarships for Training
	 Family Doctors
Howard Rauberger Scholarship Fund

MAJOR
ENDOWMENT FUNDS
For a list of the main endowment funds
https://in.bgu.ac.il/en/associates/Pages/Endowment.aspx

PARTNERS IN 
DEVELOPMENT

Larry Goodman and family visit BGU to sign an agreement on naming the Open Apartments program, 2011

William & Irma Rulf Fund - Centre for the Study of 
European Politics & Society

Sasakawa Young Leaders Fellowship Fund (SYLFF)
Jack H. Skirball Fund for Medical School for
	 International Health
Eta & Sasson Somekh Scholarship Fund
Helene K. Soref Fund
President’s Fund for Excellence in Memory of Samuel & 

Helene Soref
Gate of Aliya Fund in Memory of Yosef Tekoah
Herbert & Vivian Thaler Visiting Scientists Fund
Maria & Zoltan Toman Fund for Academic Excellence
Zoltan Toman Equipment Fund
Zoltan Toman General Research Fund
Zoltan Toman Library Fund
Zoltan Toman Medical Research Fund
Ilona & Bernat Wachs Fund
Jack D. Weiler Fellowships Fund
Elsa Weinberg Building Maintenance Fund
Alice & Rolf Wiklund-Schneider “RandA” Scholarship Fund
Wyler Fund for Extensive Dryland Agriculture
Zlotowski Fund
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CHAIRMAN
Lloyd Goldman, United States

CHAIRMEN EMERITUS
Alexander M. Goren, United States
Roy J. Zuckerberg, United States

VICE-CHAIRPERSONS
Stephen Breslauer, United States
Sir Ronald Cohen, United Kingdom
Ellen Marcus, United States
Carol Saal, United States
Suzanne Zlotowski, Switzerland

CHAIRMAN OF THE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Yarom Ariav, Israel

VICE-CHAIRPERSONS
OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE
Dvora Tomer, Israel
Aharon Yadlin, Israel

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS
Prof. Daniel Chamovitz, President
Prof. Chaim Hames, Rector
Prof. Dan Blumberg, Vice President for 

Regional and Industrial Development
Prof. Limor Aharonson-Daniel, Vice 

President for Global Engagement
Prof. Raz Jelinek, Vice President 

and Dean for Research and 
Development 

David Bareket, Vice President and 
Director-General

Jeff Kaye, Vice President for Public 
Affairs and Resource Development

Prof. Gal deBotton, Deputy Rector
Prof. Avi Levy, Dean, Faculty of 

Engineering Sciences
Prof. Amit Schejter, Dean, Pinchas 

Sapir Faculty of Humanities and 
Social Sciences

Prof. Michal Shapira, Dean, Faculty of 
Natural Sciences

Prof. Amos Katz, Dean, Faculty of 
Health Sciences

Prof. Miki Malul, Dean, Guilford 
Glazer Faculty of Business and 
Management

Prof. Dudy Bar-Zvi, Dean, Kreitman 
School of Advanced Graduate 
Studies

Prof. Noam Weisbrod, Director, Jacob 
Blaustein Institutes for Desert 
Research

Prof. Moshe Kaspi, Dean of Students

HONORARY MEMBERS
Prof. Dov Bahat, Israel
Prof. Avishay Braverman, Israel
Prof. Rivka Carmi, Israel
Prof. Chaim Elata, Israel
Prof. Nachum Finger, Israel
Nissim Gaon, Switzerland
Maj. Gen. (res) Shlomo Gazit, Israel
Prof. Zvi HaCohen, Israel
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, United 

Kingdom
Dr. Eric Samson, South Africa
Caroline Simon, Israel
Prof. Avraham Tamir, Israel
Prof. Jimmy Weinblatt, Israel
Prof. David Wolf, Israel

PUBLIC REPRESENTATIVES 
TO THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE
Dr. Younis Abu-Rabia, Israel
Micha Dapht, Israel
Elie Elalouf, Israel
Moshe Haba, Israel
Dr. Esther Luzzatto, Israel
Israella Oron, Israel
Ido Ruzolio, Israel
Col. (res) Gideon Shani, Israel
Justice Jacob Türkel, Israel

MEMBERS
Sylvain Abitbol, Canada
Yehiel Admoni, Israel
Kher Albaz, Israel
Jack Altman, Canada
Dr. Muhammad Al-Nabari, Israel
Zvi Alon, United States
Eliyahu Amir, Israel
Dr. Micha Angel, Israel
Moshe Arkin, Israel
Joshua Arnow, United States
Amb. Colette Avital, Israel
Meir Avital, Israel
Prof. Haim Aviv, Israel
Avner Azulay, Israel
Eytan Barak, Israel
Jacob Ben-Ezry, Israel
Alon Ben-Gurion, United States
Raya Strauss Bendror, Israel
Shmuel Bendror, Israel
Eric Benhamou, United States
Prof. Gilbert Benhayoun, France
Yechiel Bentov, Israel
Ann Berger, United Kingdom
Pierre Besnainou, France
Yitzhak Bezalel, Israel
Danièle Bidermann, France
Martin Blackman, United States
Dr. Josef Bollag, Switzerland
Polina Bosca, Italy
Rebecca Boukhris, Israel
Regina Boxer, Canada
Henry Brem, United States
Rachel Brem, United States
Benjamin Breslauer, United States
David Breslauer, United States
James Breslauer, United States
David Brodet, Israel
Bruce Bronfman, Canada
Lucien Y. Bronicki, Israel
Eliezer Carmel, Israel
Eric Charles, United Kingdom
Jacqueline Charles, United Kingdom
Joseph Ciechanover, Israel

Jordan Cohen, Canada
Esther Coopersmith, United States
Reuben Croll, Canada
Claudia Czobel, Israel
Ruvik Danilovich, Israel
Jacob Dayan, United States
Prof. Ute Deichmann, Israel
Prof. Charles A. Dinarello, United 

States
Gideon Dover, Israel
Arie Dubson, Israel
Prof. Raymond A. Dwek CBE, FRS, 

United Kingdom
Sandra Dwek, United Kingdom
Huguette Elhadad Charvit, Israel
Victor Elias, Canada
Robert Elman, Canada
Robert Equey, Switzerland
Rochelle Etingin, United States
Gary Fine, Canada
Aaron Fish, Canada
Ruth Flinkman-Marandy, United 

States
Alain Fraiberger, Switzerland
Prof. Jacob Frenkel, Israel
Prof. Saul Friedländer, Israel
Lis Gaines, United States
Lic. Boris Gerson, Mexico
Eric Ghebali, France
Hervé Giaoui, France
Stanley D. Ginsburg, United States
Dorian S. Goldman, United States
Prof. Richard Goldstein, United States
Micaela Goren-Monti, Italy
Asher Grinbaum, Israel
Ben Guefen, United States
Daniel Guggenheim, Switzerland
Prof. Thomas Guggenheim, 

Switzerland
Yitzhak Gurevitch, Israel
Dr. Nahum Guzik, United States
Esther Halpérin, Switzerland
Lionel Halpérin, Switzerland
Micha Harish, Israel

BOARD OF
GOVERNORS 

Joanne Harrington, United States
Dr. Thomas O. Hecht, Canada
Prof. Ehud Houminer, United States
Dr. Steve Hurst, United States
Yoram Hurvitz, Israel
Ahouva Ilan, Israel
Irit Izakson, Israel
Hon. William Joel, United States
Dr. Josef Joffe, Germany
Prof. Joshua Jortner, Israel
Obadia Kalai, Israel
Mathilde Kandiyoti, Belgium
Dalia Katzman-Prashker, Israel
Arieh Kleinman, Israel
Doron Kofman, Israel
Alain Köstenbaum, Switzerland
Douglas Krupp, United States
Martin Landau, United Kingdom
Stephen Lawi, Switzerland
Sarita Lehavi, Israel
Dalia Lev, Israel
Prof. Jacques Lewiner, France
Yaacov Lifshitz, Israel
Zvi Livne, Israel
Lorry L. Lokey, United States
Ron Lubash, Israel
Avner Maimon, Israel
Galia Maor, Israel
Ehud Marom, Israel
Georges Mayer, Israel
Francis C. Minkoff, Switzerland
Oren N. Most, Israel
Dr. Morton Mower, United States
Toby Mower, United States
Larry Nachshen, Canada
Suzanne Nash, United States
Prof. Philip Needleman, United States
Klaus Netter, Switzerland
Meir Nissensohn, Israel
Annette Oelbaum, Canada
Mitchell Oelbaum, Canada
Paul Ohana, France
Abraham B.D. Ohayon, Switzerland
Moshe Olenik, Israel

Yoram Oron, Israel
Suzanne Oshry, United States
Harold Paisner, United Kingdom
Judith Paisner, United Kingdom
Martin Paisner CBE, United Kingdom
Amb. Aviezer Pazner, Israel
Nitza Drori Peremen, Israel
Prof. Yitzhak Peterburg, Israel
Dana Porter Rubinshtein, Israel
Dan Propper, Israel
Haim Rosen, Israel
Yacov Rozen, Israel
Avi Ruimi, Israel
Harry Saal, United States
Lite Sabin, United States
Maj. Gen. (res) Dr. Yom-Tov Samia, 

Israel
Peter Schechter, United States
Ernest Scheller Jr., United States
Dr. Yair C. Schindel, Israel
Zeev Schoenberg, Israel
Alvin Segal, Canada
Aviva Segev, Israel
Ofer Sela, Israel
Jacob Shochat, United States
Dr. Zvi Shtauber, Israel
Ernest Simon, United States
Dr. Joel Sinnreich, Switzerland
Amb. Dr. Ovadia Soffer, Israel
Michael Sonnenfeldt, United States
Prof. Daniel Sternheimer, France
Prof. Dr. Heinrich Strotmann, Germany
Eytan M. Stibbe, Israel
Dan S. Suesskind, Israel
Dr. Alton I. Sutnick, United States
Irona Taic, Israel
Yaakov Terner, Israel
Prof. Ilan Troen, Israel
Holly Ullman, United States
Larry Vickar, Canada
Zwi Waldman, Israel
Alan Warshawsky, Israel
Prof. Daniel Weihs, Israel
Elsa Weinberg, Switzerland
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Peter (Pedro) Weinreb, Israel
Carole Weinstein, United States 
Marcus Weinstein, United States
Donna Weiss Lam, United States
Dr. Michael West, United States
Prof. Meir Wilchek, Israel
Martin Wolf, CBE, United Kingdom
Wayne Woodman, United States
Gérard Worms, France
Michael L. Wyler, The Netherlands
Prof. Menahem Yaari, Israel
Estelle Yach, South Africa
Zvi Yemini, Israel
Meir Yitzhak-Halevy, Israel
Shlomo G. Yonas, Israel
Toni Young, United States
Mayer Zaga-Galante, Mexico
Adelene Zlotowski, Israel

REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE SENATE
Prof. Sigal Abramovich	
Dr. Sarab Abu-Rabia-Queder
Prof. Alean Al-Krenawi 
Dr. Michal Bar-Asher Siegal
Dr. Shirly Bar-David Michaeli
Prof. Guy Ben-Porat

Prof. Amnon Besser
Prof. Smadar Cohen
Prof. Nadav Davidovitch
Prof. Ilan Dinstein 
Prof. Shlomi Dolev
Prof. Yael Edan
Prof. Jihad El-Sana
Prof. Ilanit Gavious
Prof. Yaniv Gelbstein
Prof. Jacob Gopas
Prof. Amit Gross
Prof. Nadya Gurevich
Prof. Michal Hershfinkel
Prof. Eli Hershkovitz
Prof. Mahmoud Huleihel  
Prof. Efrat Huss
Prof. Eli Lewis  
Prof. Itshak Melzer
Prof. Yifat Miller
Prof. Itzhak Mizrahi
Prof. Tal Oron-Gilad
Dr. Hila Rimmer
Dr. Stav Rosenzweig
Prof. Bracha Shapira
Dr. Ephraim Shoham-Steiner
Prof. Joseph Tabrikian
Dr. Noam Tirosh

BOARD OF
GOVERNORS 

L-R: Philip and Bernice Krupp with George Shrut

Dr. Noemi Tel-Zur
Dr. Deborah Toiber
Dr. Iris Visoly-Fisher
Prof. Yoram Yagil  
Prof. Rachel Yerushalmi-Rozen
Prof. Nurit Zaidman
Prof. Gennady Ziskind  

STUDENT
REPRESENTATIVES
Adi Aharoni
Aviv Sagron
Shir Tzadok
Or Erez

LIAISON OFFICER TO THE
BOARD OF GOVERNORS
Orly Perez

SECRETARY TO THE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Dalit Solomon-Kfir 

IN
MEMORIAM
WE REMEMBER OUR
FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS
WHO HAVE PASSED AWAY 
THIS YEAR

Gerald Anchor
Rhoda Baruch
Mark Bernstein
Maurice Bidermann
J. Robert Birnhak
Adolpho Bloch
Anetta Chernin
Mannie Corman
Mitzi Dobrin
Maks Etingin
Jake Farber
Lawrence N. Field
Caroline Freeman
Gayle Friedman
Diane Glazer
Larry Goodman
Arlene Halperin
Michael Karton
Ira Ingerman
Paul Jacobs
Yossi Prashkar
Leo Kolber
Bernard Lee
Elliott Levitan
Hyman Jebb Levy
Nat Levy
Sara Luhby

Barbara Mandel
Morton Mandel
Robert Masters
Margit Meissner
Paulina Nemirovsky
Marjorie Offer
Dan Ohayon
Barry Passett
Geraldine Reiter
Jeremy Reitman
Raphael (Ray) Rothstein
Joel Rudof
Rubin Salant
Jane Krieger Schapiro
Beverly Shore
Joel Sinnreich
Herbert Title
Kenneth Tucker
Susanne Vamos

MAY THEIR 
MEMORIES BE 
BLESSED
יהי זכרם ברוך



FRANCE
LES AMIS FRANÇAIS DE
L'UNIVERSITÉ BEN GOURION
DU NÉGUEV
Marie-Hélène Bérard, President
17, rue Victor Hugo
78350 Jouy en Josas

Dana Liram-Klibanov, PhD
BGU General Delegate
danalk@bgu.ac.il

ISRAEL
ISRAELI FRIENDS OF BGU
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
P.O. Box 653
Beer-Sheva 8410501

Dr. Yom Tov Samia, Major General (res.),
President
yomtov@ysamgroup.com

Yamit Shannon-Mizrahi
Director, Israeli Friends of BGU and 
Partnership Development
yamitshm@bgu.ac.il

ITALY
Andrea Jarach, President
andrea.jarach@gmail.com

MEXICO
Jacobo Meckler Waisburd, President
jacobomekler@yahoo.com

Alejandro Grinberg
BGU Representative
agrinbrg@bgu.ac.il

NETHERLANDS
Anne Berkeley
BGU Representative
berkan@bgu.ac.il

SOUTH AFRICA
SOUTH AFRICAN ASSOCIATES
OF BGU (SAABGU)
Marc Lubner 
marc@lubner.co.za
pa2marc@afrikatikkun.org

NATIONAL OFFICE and
JOHANNESBURG OFFICE
P.O. Box 895
Saxonwold 2132

SWITZERLAND
AMIS DE SUISSE DE L'UNIVERSITÉ
BEN GOURION DU NÉGUEV
Lionel Halpérin, President
5, avenue Léon-Gaud
CH-1206 Geneva

Arielle Herzog Hadida
Associates Liaison
arielleh@post.bgu.ac.il

UNITED KINGDOM
BEN-GURION UNIVERSITY
FOUNDATION
Harold Paisner, President
bengurion.foundation@bguf.org.uk
ORT House
126 Albert Street
London NW1 7NE

Anne Berkeley
BGU Representative
berkan@bgu.ac.il

UNITED STATES
AMERICAN ASSOCIATES, BEN-GURION 
UNIVERSITY OF THE
NEGEV (AABGU)
NATIONAL OFFICE
Toni Young, President
Doug Seserman, Chief Executive Officer
1001 Avenue of the Americas, 19th Floor
New York, NY 10018
212-687-7721
800-962-2248

Dana Ben-Benyamin 
BGU Representative
dbenyamin@post.bgu.ac.il

GREAT LAKES REGION
312-599-0876
greatlakes@aabgu.org

ARGENTINA
ASOCIACIÓN ARGENTINA DE
AMIGOS DE LA UNIVERSIDAD BEN
GURIÓN DEL NEGUEV
Nava Rubenzadeh, President
universidadbengurion@gmail.com
Scalabrini Ortiz 3278, 15° Piso
C.P. 1425 Ciudad Autónoma de
Buenos Aires

Alejandro Grinberg
BGU Representative
agrinbrg@bgu.ac.il

BELGIUM
Philippe Mauchard, President
philippe.mauchard@spdg.be

Dana Liram-Klibanov, PhD
BGU General Delegate
danalk@bgu.ac.il

CANADA
CANADIAN ASSOCIATES OF BEN-
GURION UNIVERSITY OF THE
NEGEV (CABGU)
Mitchell Oelbaum, National President
Mark Mendelson, Chief Executive 
Officer
www.bengurion.ca

Chanie Silverman, BGU Representative
hannahs@bgu.ac.il

NATIONAL OFFICE
and TORONTO REGION
1000 Finch Avenue West
Suite 506
Toronto, ON M3J 2V5
bgutoronto@bengurion.ca

MONTREAL REGION
4950 Queen Mary Road
Suite 400
Montreal, QC H3W 1X3
bgumontreal@bengurion.ca

BC and ALBERTA REGION
950 West 41st Ave.
Suite 305C
Vancouver, BC V5Z 2N7
bguvancouver@bengurion.ca

WINNIPEG REGION
C309-123 Doncaster Street
Winnipeg, MB R3N 2B2
bguwinnipeg@bengurion.ca

GREATER NEW YORK REGION
212-687-7721
newyork@aabgu.org

GREATER TEXAS REGION
713-522-8284
texas@aabgu.org

MID-ATLANTIC REGION
215-884-4510
midatlantic@aabgu.org

NEW ENGLAND REGION
781-544-4518
newengland@aabgu.org

NORTHWEST REGION
415-927-2119
northwest@aabgu.org

SOUTHEAST REGION
212-687-7721
southeast@aabgu.org

SOUTHWEST REGION
310-552-3300
southwest@aabgu.org

WASHINGTON/BALTIMORE
REGION
410-205-5408
wash-balt@aabgu.org

BGU ASSOCIATES
ORGANIZATIONS
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